


ON the twenty-second ofOctober of
1994 we will commemorate the

completion of the longest time prophecy
in the Bible. The 2300-day prophecy has
been a landmark from the very begin-
ning of our history in the Seventh-day
Adventist Church. The prophet of the
Lord reveals to us the importance of this
doctrine:

"But such subjects as the sanctuary,
in connection with the 2300 days, the
commandments of God and the faith of
Jesus, are perfectly calculated to explain
the past Advent movement and show
what our present position is, establish
the faith of the doubting, and give cer-
tainty to the glorious future. These, I
have frequently seen, were the principal
subjects on which the messengers
should dwell." Early Writings, 63.

We know that on this important date in
1844 Christ our High Priest moved from
His ministry in the holy place to the Most
Holy Place and that the final atonement
and the investigative judgment then be-
gan.

The cleansing ofthe sanctuary on the
tenth day of the seventh month, was a
time of reflecting on the past year '5
mistakes and sins. Every sin must be
confessed, made right with God, and the
sinner's relationship to God and to oth-
ers was brought into harmony with the
sacred law of God. Sinners who did not
make the preparation for that awesome
time were cast out of the camp_

In 1844 type met anti type. The final
atonement was to prepare and perfect the
saints ofGod in the final hours of proba-
tionary time for the world and the church.
It was God's plan tI,at very soon after
1844 the third angel's message was to
swell to a loud cry, and by the perfecting
ofGod's remnant people a mighty demon-
stration would have been made quickly by
the power of the Holy Spirit. Probation
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would have closed, the plagues would
have fallen, and Jesus would have come
soon after this important date. Again God
speaks through His last-day prophet:

"Had Adventists, after the great dis-
appointment in 1844, held fast their
faith, and followed on unitedly in the
opening providence of God. receiving
the message of the third angel and io the
power of the Holy Spirit proclaiming it
to the world, they would have seen the
salvation of God, the Lord would have
wrought mightily with their efforts, the
work would have been completed, and
Christ would have come ere this to
receive His people to their reward.

"For forty years did unbelief, mur-
muring, and rebellion shut out ancient
Israel from the land of Canaan. The same
sins have delayed the en!rarce ofmodern
Israel into the heavenly Canaan. In neither
case were the promises ofGod at fault. It
is the unbelief, the worldliness, unconse-
cration, and strife among the Lord's pro-
fessed people that have kept us in this
world of sin and sorrow so many years."
Selected Messages, book I, 68--{j9.

Let us not forget that thc cleansing of
the sanctuary in heaven has everything
to do with the cleansing of the soul
temples ofGod's remnant people.
The inspired testimony speaks to us in

this final hour. "Christ is cleansing the
temple in heaven rrom sins of the people,
and we must work in harmony with Him
upon the earth, cleansing the soul temple
from its moral defilement." Review and
Herald, February II, 1890.

"We are in the day of atonement and
we are to work in harmony with Christ's
work ofcleansing the sanctuary from the
sins of the people." Review and Herald,
January 21, 1890.

"The truth as it is in Jesus, planted in
the heart by the Holy Spirit, always
works from within outward; it will be
revealed in our words and spirit and
actions toward everyone with whom we
are connected." The Seventh-day Ad-
ventist Bible Commentary, vol. 4, 1181.

We as Adventists have lost the signifi-
cance of our cleansing message. \lk have

not seen the relationship between the third
angel's message and the sanctuary mes-
sage.

"The intercession of Christ in man's
behalf in the sanctuary above is as essen-
tial to the plan nf salvation as was His
death upon the cross. By His death He
began that work which after His resur-
rection He ascended to complete in
heaven. We must by faith enter within
the veil, 'whither the forerunner is for us
entered.' Hebrews 6:20. There the light
from the cross of Calvary is reflected.

" 'He that covereth his sins shall not
prosper: but whoso confesseth and for-
saketh them shall have mercy.' Proverbs
28:13. If those who hide and excuse their
faults could see how Satan exalts over
them, how he taunts Christ and holy an-
gels with their course, they would make
hast to confess their sins and to put them
away. Through defects in the character,
Satan works to gain control of the whole
mind, and he knows that if these defects
are cherished, he will succeed. Therefore
he is constantly seeking to deceive the
followers ofChrist with his fatal sophistry
that it is impossible for them to overcome.
But Jesus pleads in their behalf His
wounded hands, His bruised body; and He
declares to all who would follow Him:
'My grace is sufficient for thee.' 2 Corin-
thians 12:9. 'Take my yoke upon you,
learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in
heart: and ye shall find rest unto your
souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden
is light.' Matthew II :29--30. Let none,
then, regard their defects as incurable. God
will give faith and grace to overcome
them.

"We are now living in the great day of
atonement. In the typical selVice, while
the high priest was making the atonement
for Israel, all were required to afIlict their
souls by repentance ofsin and humiliation
before the Lord, lest they be cut off rrom
among the people. In like manner, all who
would have their names retained in the
book of life should now, in the few
remaining days of their probation, afflict
their souls before God by sorrow for sin
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FAlTH in the soon comiog ofChrist
is waning. 'My Lord delayeth His
coming' is not only said in the

heart, but expressed in words and most
decidedly in works. Stupidity in this
watching time is sealing the senses of
God's people as to the signs of the times.
The terrible iniquity which abounds calls
for the greatest diligence and for the
living testimony, to keep sin out of the
church. Faith has been decreasing to a
fearful degree, and it is only by exercise
that it can increase." Testimonies, vol. 3,
255-256.

This evaluation was given 120 years
ago. But how depictive oftoday's condi-

tions it is! Some years ago I attended an
afternoon program in the Washington,
D.C., area entitled "Second Coming,
Fervent Hope or Faded Dream?" A dis-
tinguished panel of ministry and laity
had been selected for this important dia-
logue. As I listened to the discussion I
was amazed. To a person, the panel
members presented a confusing and dis-
illusioning discussion. It was obvious
that Christians, once strongly motivated
by the near return of Jesus, were now
less certain, and were even bewildered
by His nonappearance. There was no
longer a certainty that the return ofJesus
was imminent.

I had decided to say
nothing during the discus-
sion time that I knew would
follow. But in the end, I had
no alternative but to stand up
and express the fervent hope
that burns so fully in my
heart.

There is no doubt that
there bas been a delay. When
I was seven years old my
mother startled me by pre-
dicting that there would not
be another seven years before
the return of Jesus. Fourteen
seemed young even to a
seven-year-old. I remember
thinking, "I wish Jesus would
not come until I am 30." I
then imagined that 30 was
old, and it would be easy to be
good by then. I would be
ready for Jesus to come.

In 1941, Australia was
embroiled in the Second
World War. The United
States had not yet joined in
the conflict, and the rapid sue-
cess of the Nazi and the Fas-
cist forces in Europe made a
grim outlook for the future.
Not long afterward, Singa-
pore fell to the Japanese. With
our father, we listened to the
English broadcast from Radio
Japan. The broadcasts talked
ofthe British claims to Singa-
pore's invincibility. The
Japanese Anny took only two
days to capture this island
fortress. Then came the chill-
ing prediction, "Soon we will
conquer the Dutch East Indies
(Indonesia), and then Austra-
lia" My heart missed a beat.
I did not understand the full

implications, but I could not mistake the
anxiety ofour parents.

In quick succession our father built an
air-raid shelter in the side yard. At school
we were practicing running, in response to
the sound of the school air-raid siren, to
the prepared trenches just inside the
school fence. There were instructions to
fall flat on the ground whenever a plane,
any plane, flew overhead. And there was
the command to run home from school in
order to ascertain the time it would take to
reach our destination. We will never for-
get our mother's words, UNo matter what
the school says, you boys run home. I
want to know where you are."

Colin Standish1=======
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Seeing then that all these things shall be
dissolved, what manner ofpersons ought ye

to be in all holy conversation and godliness,
looking for and hasting unto the coming of the
day ofGod?

We awoke one morning to learn that
two Japanese shells had exploded in the
east end ofour city, Newcastle. Our anxi-
ety grew when two submarines found
their way through the network ofdefenses
into the Sydney harbor. Before the battle
had ended, twenty-eight had died, includ-
ing the twelve crew members of the two
Japanese submarines.

The second coming ofJesus was natu-
rally cenlrll1 to our thoughts. We longed
for a world in which these tragedies could
never again be possible. Reared in a home
where both parents were deeply commit-
ted Christians, I heard much talk about the
second coming of Christ. Both our father
and mother spoke often about it. It had the
reality of imminence. There was much
stress upon the subject of the return of
Jesus by the ministers ofthe day.

Our mother was 28 years of age wben
sbe made her prophetic statement about
"the return of Christ" She was full oflife,
vivacious, talented, and athletic. We never
thought it possible that our family could be
separated by death, but in 1974 our beloved
mother was suddenly laid to ber rest Then
with sorrow we wisbed ber expectation of
Christ's return had been realized.

The months bave passed to years, and
the years into decades. We have sensed
that the impact of the near return of Jesus
has been forgotten by many. Have we
been crying "wolf' too long? Is the return
ofJesus a myth, or at best the far-off event
of the future? Ever since His ascension to
heaven, the focus of Jesus' return has
been a dynamic force in history. As His
spellbound disciples watcbed Him as-
cending heavenward, they were reassured
by the words of the angels:

"This same Jesus, which is taken up
from you into beaven, shall so come in
like manner as ye have seen him go into
heaven." Acts I: II.

The expectation of Jesus' return was
the hope around which all other hopes
gathered. Paul declared:
"But I would not have you to be

ignorant, brethren, ... For this we say
unto you by the word of the Lord, that we
which are alive and remain unto the com-
ing of the Lord shall not prevent them
which are asleep. For the Lord himself
shall descend from heaven with a shout,
with the voice of the archangel, and with
the trump of God: and the dead in Christ
shall rise fIrSt." I Thessalonians 4:13-16;
see also I Corinthians 15:51-54.

"Henceforth there is laid up for me a
crown ofrighteousness, which the Lord, the
righteous judge, shall give me at that day:

and not to me only, but unto all them also
that love his appearing." 2 Timothy 4:8.

Peter added these words:
"And saying, Where is the promise of

his coming? ... But the heavens and the
earth, whicb are now, by the same word
are kept in store, reserved unto fire against
the day of judgment and perdition of
ungodly men. But, beloved, be not igno-
rant of this one thing, that one day is with
the Lord as a thousand years, and a thou-
sand years as one day. The Lord is not
slack concerning his promise, as some
men count slackness; but is longsuffering
to us-ward, not willing that any should
perish, but that all should come to repent-

ance. But the day ofthe Lord will come as
a thief in the night; in the which the
heavens sball pass away with a great
noise, and the elements shall melt with
fervent heat, the earth also and the works
that are therein sball be burned up. Seeing
then that all these things shall be dis-
solved, what manner of persons ought ye
to be in all holy conversation and godli-
ness, looking for and hasting unto the
coming of the day of God, wherein the
heavens being on fire shall be dissolved,
and the elements sball melt with fervent
beat? Nevertheless we, according to his
promise, look for new heavens and a new
earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness."
2 Peter 3:4-13; see also I Peter 1:3-5.

There is a wonder in the words ofPaul
to Titus:

"Looking for that blessed hope, and
the glorious appearing of the great God
and our Saviour Jesus Christ." Titus 2:13.

The blessed hope was enshrined in the
greeting used by the Greek-speaking be-
lievers-Maranatha, the Lord is coming.

Many of the first-century Christians
clung to the words of Jesus in His dia-
logue with Peter. In this discussion Christ
had indicated that Peter would die by
crucifixion. Peter, ever inquisitive, in-
quired from Jesus the eventual fate of
John. Jesus answered,

"Jesus saith unto him, If I will that he
tarry till I come, what is that to thee?
follow thou me." John 21 :22.

Because John realized that some were
reading too mucb into the words of Jesus,
he clarified what Jesus had said:

"Then went this saying abroad among
the brethren, that that disciple should not
die: yet Jesus said not unto him, He shall
not die; but, If I will that be tarry till I
come, what is that to thee?" John 21:23.

After the death of the apostles, it
became increasingly difficult for the
Christians to focus on the near return of
Jesus. The problem was aided as second,
third, and subsequent generations of
Christians, not imbued with the intense
commitment to Christ of their forebears,
adopted a formal faith. Subsequently,

primitive godliness gave way to theologi-
cal debate, pagan infiltration, power
struggles, bitter controversy, and the em-
phasis upon forms and ceremonies. More
and more Christian commitment of the
masses became judged by loyalty to the
priests, the potentates, and the fulfillment
of the so-called "seven sacred sacra-
ments." For the majority, the blessed
hope was barely a flickering thought in
the minds of the believers. The fading
bope of the return of Jesus made the
uniting of the faithful with their Saviour
vague. At best, the Second Coming was a
dim vision, likely to take place only in the
unforeseeable future. This confusing situ-
ation was tailor-made for the introduction
of the most ancient of pagan errors--the
immortality of the soul. Slowly and un-
evenly over the Roman Empire, the error
of immediate life after death penetrated
the Christian churcb.

But it was the Seventh-day Adventist
Cburcb that was raised up at a special time
to do a special work, to give a cbosen
message, and to reawaken the inhabitants
of earth to the nearness of the return of
Jesus Christ. So important was the Second
Coming to the pioneers of the Seventh-
day Adventist Church that it was en-
shrined in their denominational name. The
pioneers of the Seventh-day Adventist
Church never doubted that Jesus would
come in their lifetime. Those years have
not only turned into decades, but we are
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now halfway through the second century
of waiting for the return of Jesus.

Today the skeptics abound. Many in
boldness and unbelief within our own be-
loved church are declaring these senti-
ments:
"Where is the promise of his coming?

for since the fathers fell asleep all things
continue as they were from the beginning
of the creation." 2 Peter 3:4.

Such unbeliefand faithlessness are the
grounds of continued delay for the return
of Jesus. There is one thing certain, that

Jesus will not return until He has people
so deeply committed to Him that they can
be entrusted with the latter rain, and under
that power, take the gospel to every na-
tion, kindred, tongue, and people.

What is necessary for Jesus' return?
I) Jesus will not come until the ever-

lasting gospel of Revelation 14:7 has been
proclaimed to the whole world. The Sev-
enth-day Adventist Church has done a
commendable work in spreading its mes-
sage to almost all the countries of the
world. But we would be deluded if we
believed that this work has fulfilled the
promises and the prophecies of Revela-
tion 14:6 or of Manhew 24: 14.

Certainly the return of Jesus is not
predicated upon having better or newer
ideas and programs, which fact brings us
to the second issue:

2) The gospel will not be taken to
every tongue and people until God's chil-
dren have been invested with the latter
rain. Surely now is the time to pray for the
outpouring ofGod's Holy Spirit.

"Ask ye of the Lord rain in the time of
the latter rain; so the Lord shall make bright
clouds, and give them showers of rain, to
every one grass in the field." Zechariah 10:1.

But this prayer alone will not prepare
God's people to receive the latter rain.
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3) Jesus will not return until the gospel
has gone unto the whole world. It will not
be effected until God's people have re-
ceived the latter rain. The latter rain will
not fall upon a divided and schismatic
people. There must be a unity in which all
hearts pulsate in total harmony.

4) This unity will not come until God
has a perfected people. "Unity is the sure
result of Christian perfection." The Sanc-
tified Life, 85.

The reason why God as yet cannot
entrust humans with the Holy Spirit is that

they are still living in sin and their lives
have comers of selfishness. If God's
Spirit-filled messengers were imperfect,
terrible destruction would take place.
Myriads of people would turn away from
the fmal invitation, not because of the
message, but because of the messengers.
Therefore perfection ofcbaracter is essen-
tial for hastening the return of Jesus
Christ.

When the spaceship Columbia was
launched, it had awesome power. But
since it was defective, what should have
been a great mission became a tragic
disaster. That surely is an example of
what would happen if God invested un-
converted people with the Holy Spirit and
with Pentecostal power. But no one will
be sanctified apart from truth.
5) "There is no sanctification aside

from the truth." Fundamentals 01Chris-
tian Education, 432. This truth is wholly
reflected in Jesus' prayer for unity.

"Sanctify them through thy truth: thy
word is truth. And for their sakes I sanc-
tify myself, that they also might be sancti-
fied through the truth." John 17:17, 19.

Paul also addresses this subject:
"And he gave some, apostles; and

some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and
some, pastors and teachers; for the perfect-

ing of the saints, for the work of the
ministry, for the edifYing of the body of
Christ: till we all come in the unity of the
faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of
God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure
of the stature of the fulness of Cbrist: that
we henceforth be no more children, tossed
to and fro, and carried about with every
wind ofdoctrine, by the sleight ofmen, and
curming craftiness, whereby they lie in wait
to deceive; but speaking the truth in love,
may grow up into him in all things, which
is the head, even Christ." Ephesians 4:11-
15. These principles are confirmed in I
Peter 1:22-23.

When God's people wholly accept the
three angels' messages and allow the
Holy Spirit to sanctify them through the
truth, they will be fully united in truth and
rigbteousness. Only then can the gospel
go to the whole world, and Jesus return.

The facts are that in the ISO-year
pilgrimage of the Seventh-day Adventist
Church, God has never yet had such a
group. We often think back fondly to the
"good old days" ofthe past, and there is a
tendency by faithful Seventh-day Advent-
ists to refer to themselves as "historic
Seventh-day Adventists." I recoil from
such an identification. for there is every
evidence that God's people have never
been ready for the outpouring of the Holy
Spirit; that the pioneers of the early Ad-
ventist Church were far from the kingdom
of heaven. We cannot long for the past,
for the Lord is calling for a totally differ-
ent level ofcommitment to Him than was
seen among our people in the nineteenth
century.

On December 25, 1895, Sister White
had a vision in Rochester, New York. She
was shown" . .. ministers and people are
unprepared for the time in which they live,
and nearly all who profess to believe pre-
sent truth are unprepared to understand the
work of preparation for this time. In their
present state ofworldly ambition, with their
lack ofconsecration to God, their devotion
to self, they are wholly unfitted to receive
the latter rain and, having done all, to stand
against the wrath of Satan, who by his
inventions will cause them to make ship-
wreck of faith, fastening upon them some
pleasing self-deception. They think they are
all right when they are all wrong." Testimo-
nies, voU, 466.

Two words sum up the reason for the
delay, "insubordination" and "love." In-
subordination is man's reason for the
delay, and love is God's reason for the
delay. The messenger of the Lord ex-
plains:



This message. ... presented justification
through faith in the Surety; it invited the

people to receive the righteousness ofChrist,
which is made manifest in obedience to all the
commandments ofGod.

"We may have to remain here in this
world because of our insubordination
many more years, as did the children of
Israel; but for Christ's sake, His people
should not add sin to sin by charging God
with the consequence of their own wrong
course ofaction." Evangelism, 696.

Because we have failed to render total
obedience to God and to His command-
ments, Christ cannot return. There is a
tremendous need for true, wholehearted
surrender of the will to Christ, which in
turn will lead to faithful commandment
keeping, thus enabling us to have the
character of Jesus and preparing us for the
return ofour Lord.

On the other hand, God's great love to
His people is the reason why He has not
cut offmany now by closing probation.

"The Lord is not slack concerning his
promise, as some men count slackness;
but is longsuffering to us-ward, not will-
ing that any should perish, but that all
should come to repentance." 2 Peter 3:9.

[n reality, those who claim to be the
children of light are frustrating the pur-
poses of God by their disobedience and
their faithlessness in this most critical age
of earth's history.

What are some of the causes of our
insubordination?

I) "As a general thing, the Lord did
not provide His people with flesh meat in
the desert, because He knew that the use
of this diet would create disease and
insubordination. In order to modify the
disposition, and bring the higher powerl;
of the mind into active exercise, He re-
moved from them the flesh of dead ani-
mals." The Seventh-day Adventist Bible
Commentary, voL I, 1112-1113.

So today the call of God is to remove
all encumbrances from the preparation of
our lives for the kingdom of heaven.
Surely dietary reform brings spiritual re-
form and prepares the heart and mind to
receive the movings of the Holy Spirit.

2) Dealing with the training of chil-
dren, the servant of the Lord indicates that
murmuring is one ofthe greatest causes of
insubordination. She says:
"The spirit of murmuring against re-

proofhas taken root and is bearing its fruit
of insubordination." Testimonies, vol. 4,
199.

This fruit is one of the curses of the
age. Murmuring results from faithless-
ness. In reality many ofus do not believe.
"And we know that all things work

together for good to them that love God,
to them who are the called according to
his purpose." Romans 8:28.

If we did experientially believe God's
promises, even the most adverse circum-
stance would not bring these murmurings
and complainings from our lips. They
show that we are still earthly, rather than
being "partakers of the divine nature,
having escaped the corruption that is in
the world through lust." 2 Peter 1:4.

3) God's messenger placed a heavy
responsibility for the delay of Christ's
coming upon the leaders of God's
church:

"The spirit ofdomination is extending
to the presidents of our conferences. If a
man is sanguine of his own powerl; and
seeks to exercise dominion over his breth-
ren, feeling that he is invested with
authority to make his will the ruling
power, the best and only safe course is to
remove him, lest great harm be done and
he lose his own soul and imperil the soul
ofothers. 'All ye are brethren.' The dispo-
sition to lord it over God's heritage will
cause a reaction unless these men change
their course." Testimonies to Ministers,
362.

When men in authority demand un-
questioned loyalty from the memberl; of
the church, then men are taught to lean
upon men rather than upon God. In so
doing, they lose their eternal salvation, for
men are sure to lead their fellow men
astray if they are not directing them to
God and to His Word as the only safe
guide to heaven.

Our hearts cry out with anguish and
yearning, "Lord, how long, how long?"
as we weep at the arrival ofthe sesquicen-
tennial (I 50th anniversary), beginning the
final phase of Christ's ministry for the
redemption ofmankind, yet that answer is
within our own hands. We have not seen
the delay because of the wickedness in the
world, desperate though that is. But the
delay of Christ's coming is due to the
wickedness and apostasy in the church.

God has raised up the Seventh-day
Adventist Church to be His peculiar peo-
ple at this time, to have the most precious

message ever entrusted to human beings.
Not long after the presentation of the
message ofChrist our righteousness at the
1888 Minneapolis General Conference,
the servant of the Lord plainly revealed
that in a very few short years God's
people could be home in the kingdom.
That decade after decade has passed bears
a tragic testimony to the rejection of that
message.
"This message was to bring more

prominently before the world the uplifted

Saviour, the sacrifice of the sins of the
whole world. [t presented justification
through faith in the Surety; it invited the
people to receive the righteousness of
Christ, which is made manifest in obedi-
ence to all the commandments of God.
Many had lost sight ofJesus. They needed
to have their eyes directed to His divine
person, His merits, and His changeless
love for the human family." Ibid., 91-92.

This is the message that will lead God's(
people home to the kingdom ofheaven. It is
the message that will unite God's people,
for it will bring them to unwavering faith in
the sacrifice and ministry ofJesus Christ. It
will lead them to recognize that Christ died
that they might be pardoned and that they
might be cleansed. It will prepare a people
free from sinful practices, a people who will
reflect the perfect life of their Saviour: a
people who are perfectly united in truth and
righteousness: a people who can be en-
trusted with the laller rain, and who, under
a power greater than that which the apostles
received at Pentecost, will take the glorious
truth of the everlasting gospel to every
nation, kindred, tongue, and people.

We invite all the readers of this maga-
zine to join with us in prayer and fasting
that God will prepare our own perl;onal
lives and the lives ofGod's faithful people
for that perfect unity. This unity alone will
herald the finishing of the gospel commis-
sion and hasten the return of our long-
looked-for and desired Redeemer. 0
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secured as rich jewels. The incarnation of
Orrist,His divinity,His atonement,Hiswon-
derful life in heaven as our Advocate, the
office of the Holy Spirit-all these living,
vital themes ofChristianity are revealed from
Genesis to Revelation. The golden links of
truth form a chain of evangelical truth, and
the first, and staple, is found in the great
teachings ofChrist Jesus." Fundamenrds of
Christian Education, 385.

We are also told that it is vital for us to
know the truth regarding what sin is, the na-
rure ofman's fall, and the consequences of
transgression. "A terrible doom awaits the
sinner, and therefore it is necessary that we
know what sin is, in order that we may es-
cape from its power.... It is of the highest
importance to each one of us that we know
the conditions by whicb we shall escape the
sinner's doom. It is of the greatest moment
that we understand the narure ofour fall and
the consequences oftransgression."Signsof
the Times, June 20, 1895.

Thus we see that the doctrines referred
to as the pillars or landmarks of our faith
are not the total sum of truth essential for
us to know and to experience. There are
vital, connecting truths that must not be
moved or tampered with if we are to be
benefited by them and to share with oth-
ers the true salvational gospel. By God's
grace we must understand and experience
every link in the gospel chain of truth.

the truths of the gospel we cannotmix truth
and error. One erroneous belief tends to
destroy the whole. Indeed, the chain of
evangelical truth is no stronger than its
weakest link. "Truthmust stand in its own
order, linked only with truth. Unbelief dis-
turbs the balance of the system of truth,
and tends to destroy the whole." Manu-
script Releases, vol. 7, 189.

Golden Links of Truth The Nature of Sin

Let us review the highpoints of some
of the gospel truths, sbowing bow they areGOD'S remnant church is the de- truth arenot separate, detached, disconnected vitally linked together. There is a gospel

pository of the most precious doctrines; but link after link, form one string because there is sin. As previously pointed
chain of truth ever entrusted to the of golden truth, and constitute a complete out, it is necessary to know what sin is in

world. whole, with Christas its living center."Ellen order for the gospel to rescue us from its
"We have the truth of God, the most G. White Pamphlets, vol. 1, 23. Sec Manu- power. In other words, a false understand-

precious, sacred truth that was ever given script Releases, vol. 19,91. ing of what sin is results in our following
to the world; the truth that was likened to theWord, the Guide- a false gospel with a failure to appropriate
a golden chain, being let down, link after book. The incarnation ofOrrist, His teach- the power of the only true gospel. Because
link, from heaven to earth for us to grasp." ings, His earthly life and death, His heav- of such serious consequences ofmisunder-
Signs of the Times, May 9, 1878. Sec Se- enly ministry, and the office of the Holy standing the nature of sin, Satan is con-
lected Messages, book 3, 198. Spirit are vital truths. "Jesus is theWord, the stantly attempting to misrepresent what is

To Christians the linkage of multiple Guidebook, which must be received and sin. "It is Satan's constant effort to mis-
truths of the gospel is of such importance obeyed in every particular. How necessary represent the character of God, the nature
that it is described as forming one string of that this mine of truth be explored, and the of sin, and the real issues at stake in the
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I t is inevitable that children should suffer fromthe consequences of parental wrongdoing, but
they are not punished for the parents' guilt,
except as they participate in their sins.

great controversy.'" The Great Contro-
versy, 569.

Inspiration teUs us that there is only one
definition of sin: "The only definition for
sin that we have in the Bible is that it is the
transgression of the law." Signs of the
Times, March 3, 1890. See 1 John 3:4.

Christ pointed out that cherished evil
thoughts are just as much a sin as the wrong
deed. See Matthew 5:27-28. The failure
to do good is also a sin. See James 4:17.
The common denominator in these vari-
ous forms of sin is that all sin is the resnlt
of the person's individual choice. Sin is
when we, personally, choose not to live in
harmony with, or to rebel against, known
light. There is no sin or guilt for living out
of harmony with unknown truth. "None
will be condemned for not heeding light
and knowledge that they never had, and
they could not obtain." The Seventh-day
Adventist Bible Commentary, vol. 5, 1145.
See The Desire ofAges, 475.
We neither inherit righteousness and

holiness, nor sin and guilt from our par-
ents or Adam. "The soul that sinneth, it
shall die. The son shall not bear the iniq-
uity of the father, neither shall the father
bear the iniquity of the son: the righteous-
ness of the righteous shall be upon him,
and the wickedness of the wicked shall be
upon him." Ezekiel 18:20.

Our fallen nature and all other evil or
detrimental, inherited situations and tend-
encies are consequences of our ancestry,
but they do not make us sinners unless we
choose to participate in those sins. "It is
inevitable that children should suffer from
the consequences of parental wrongdoing,
but they are not punished for the parents'
guilt, except as they participate in their
sins." Patriarchs and Prophets, 306.
Transgression or sin isOUT own act, the

act of the soul itself, a yielding to tempta-
tion. "However great the pressure brought
to bear upon the soul, transgression is our
own act." In Heavenly Places, 262.

Thus sin is rebellion against known
truth-God's will.With this understanding
of the true nature ofsin. we are now able to
understand the incarnationofQttisland how
He is indeed our Example in all things.

The Incarnation ofChrist

Because sin and guilt are not inherited,
Christ was able to obey the great laws of
inheritance in receiving the fallen nature
of sinful man. "Like every child of Adam
He accepted the resnlts of the working of
the great law of heredity." The Desire of
Ages, 49.

Rather than coming in the unlikeness
of sinful flesh, Jesus came in the likeness
ofsinful flesh. "He [Christ) took our infir-
mities. He was not only made flesh, but
He was made in the likeness of sinful
flesh." The Seventh-day Adventist Bible
Commentary, vol. 5, 1124.

Christ took the fallen nature of Adam
passed through His mother Mary, but He
received from Mary and Adam neither
guilt nor sin, for He did not choose to par-
ticipate in their sins. "In taking uponHim-

self man's nature in its fallen condition,
Christ did not in the least participate in its
sin." Selected Messages, book 1, 256.

Christwas victorious over all temptation
to sin because He keptHis will surrendered
and sanctified to His Father's will. "He
[Christ) was tempted in all points like as we
are, and yet because He kept His will sur-
rendered and sanctifted, Henever bent in the
slightest degree toward the doing ofevil, or
toward manifesting rebellion against God."
Signs of the Times, October 29, 1894. See
The Desire ofAges, 208.

Onr Example in Everything

Once we understand how Christ, with a
sinful human nature, but never rebelling
againstHis Father's wi11, was able to live a
perfect life of victory we can then see that
truly He refuted Satan's claim, and the claim
ofthose under Satan's contrul, that the fallen
descendants ofAdam could not obey God's
law. "Satan declared that it was impossible
for the sons and daughters of Adam to keep
the law ofGod, and thus charged uponGod
a lackofwisdom and love.... Men who are
under the control ofSatan repeat these accu-
sations against God, in asserting that men
cannol keep the law of God." Signs of the
Times, January 16, 1896.

Christ came to this earth to reveal that
the combining of divine and degraded hu-
man forces could overcome sin and Satan.
"Christ declared, ... No single principle
of human nature will I violate. Clothing
My divinity with humility, I will endure
every temptation wherewith man is beset.

I will call to My aid the powers of heaven,
that men and women, imbued with My
Spirit, may overcome as I overcame....
The working out ofMy purposes in behalf
of degraded humanity require that divine
and human forces be combined." Manu-
script Releases, vol. 5, 114.

Christ came to show that man con-
nected with divinity, as originally created,
could fully obey God. "Christ came to the
earth, taking humanity and standing as
man's representative, to show in the con-

troversy with Satan that man, as God cre-
ated him, connected with the Father and
the Son, could obey every divine require-
ment" Selected Messages, book 1, 253.
See ibid., book 3, 134.

Victorious Living

We may have the same quality of
fallen human nature united with divine
nature that Christ had when He resisted
temptation. "The higher attributes ofHis
being it is our privilege to have, if we
will, through the provisions He has made,
appropriate these blessings and diligently
cultivate the good in the place of evil....
Through the provision made when God
and the Son of God made a covenant to
rescue man from the bondage of Satan,
every facility was provided that human
nature should come into union with His
divine nature. In such a nature was our
Lord tempted." Ibid., 130.

"We need not retain one sinful propen-
sity." Maranatha, 225. See Ephesians
2: 1-6. "Jesus Christ is our Example in all
things. He began life, passed through its
experiences, and ended its record, with a
sanctifted humanwill." Signs ofthe Times,
October 29, 1894.

Christ came to reveal how fallen man
may resist temptation. "Manmay become a
partakerofthe divine nature; nol a soul lives
wbo may nol summon the aid of Heaven in
temptation and trial. Christ came to reveal
the source of His power, that man might
never rely on his unaided human capabili-
ties." SelectedMessages, book I, 409.
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Christ's true followers will be in conformity
to the mind and will and character of God,

and the far-reaching principles of the law will be
demonstrated in humanity.

Once we understand that indeed Christ
is our Example in victorious living, we can
understand the reasonableness of God's re-
quirements of full obedience for our salva-
tion. "'TheLord requires at this time just what
He required ofAdam in Eden-perfect obe-
dience to the law ofGod. Wemust have right-
eousnesswithout a flaw, without a blemish."
Signs ofthe Times, May 19,1890.

"True obedience is the outworking of
a principle within. It springs from the love
ofrighteousness, the love ofthe law ofGod.
The essence of all righteousness is loyalty
to our Redeemer. This will lead us to do
right because it is right-because rigbt

doing is pleasing to God." Christ's Object
Lessons, 97-98.

When we understand how we can fully
obey God, we can then understand the true
inseparable relationship between pardon
(justification) and transfonnation (sancti-
fication). "No man can cover his soul with
the garments of Christ's righteousness
while practicing known sins, or neglect-
ing known duties. God requires the entire
surrender of the heart, before justification
can take place; and in order for man to re-
tain justification, there must be continual
obedience, through active, living faith that
works by love and purifies the soul." Se-
lected Messages, book I, 366.

Understanding that the Christian life is a
union of hwnan and divine powers, we can
then better understand the relation between
faith and works. "Day by day God labors for
man's sanctification, and man is to co-oper-
ate with Him by putting forth persevering
efforts in the cultivation of right habits."
Review and Herald, March IS, 1906.

A Victorious Generation

The three angels' messages are a call for
mankind to give glory to their Creator. The
honor ofChrist is dependent upon the repro-
duction ofHis character-His glory-in His
chosen people. "The honor of Christ must
stand complete in the perfection of the char-
acter of His chosen people. He desires that
they shall represent His character to the
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world. In the workofredemption, in the suf-
ferings which Christ was called upon to en-
dure, you are to co-operate with Him, that
you may becomplete in Him. In being united
to Him by faith, believing and receiving Him,
you become pan ofHimself. Your character
is His glory revealed in you." Signs of the
Times, November 25,1897.

The honor of Christ is dependent upon
His saving His people from their sins. "'The
transgression of the law is sin, and the true
believer in Christ will cease to sin."Manu-
script Releoses, vol. 17,330.

The cleansing of the heavenly sanctuary
is representative of Christ's cleansing the

lives of His followers on earth. The fact that
God's law-His character-is holy,just, and
good will be demonstrated to the universe
by the perfect obedience ofChrist's true fol-
lowers. This obedience will then prove that
indeed God, and not Satan, is the worthy
Ruler of the universe. "'The fact that the law
is holy, just, and good is to be testified be--
fore all nations, tongues, and peoples, to
worlds urdallen, to angels, seraphim, and
cherubim. The principles of the law ofGod
were wrought out in the character of Jesus
Christ, and he who co-operates with Christ,
becoming a partakerof the divine nature, will
develop the divine character, and become an
illustration of the divine law. Christ in the
heart will bring the whole man, soul, body,
and spirit, into captiviry to the obedience of
righteousness. Christ's true followers will be
in conformity to the mlnd and will and char-
acter ofGod, and the far-reaching principles
of the law will be demonstrated in human-
ity." Review and Herald, March 9, 1897.

Hastening Christ's Coming

Now we are able to understand how the
failure ofGod's people to cease from sin-
rebellion against God-has prolonged the
cleansing of the heavenly sanctuary these
one hundred and fifty years since 1844.
With a correct understanding of the nature
of sin, the incarnation of Christ, and how
He is truly and fully our Example, we can
understand how Christ's second coming

will be delayed no longer than it takes for
His character to be reproduced in His
people. " 'When the fruit is brought forth,
immediately he putteth in the sickJe, be-
cause the harvest is come.' Christ is wait-
ing with longing desire for the manifesta-
tion of Himself in His church. When the
character of Christ shall be perfectly re-
produced in His people, then He will come
to claim them as His own." Christ's Object
Lessons, 69.

Thus we see that indeed "the truths of
the gospel are not unconnected; uniting
they form one string of heavenly jewels,
as in the personal work of Christ, and like
threads of gold they run through the whole
of Christian work and experience." Se-
lected Messages, book 3, 198.

Attacking the Links

Satan fears the witness of souls trans-
fonned by the golden chain of truth, and
therefore he is doing everything possible to
weaken or break the golden links of gospel
truth. "Satan understands the power of such
a testimony as a witness to the world ofwhat
grace can do in transforming character. He
is not pleased that such a light shall shine
forth from thosewho claim to believe in Jesus
Christ, and he will work every conceivable
device to break this golden chain which links
heart to heart of those who believe the truth
and binds them up in close connection with
the Father and the Son." That I May Know
Him, 173.
It was prophesied that new parties of

professed believers would be formed in
the church by the teaching of doctrines
of devils. "Confederacies will increase
in number and power as we draw nearer
to the end of time. These confederacies
will create opposing influences to the
truth, fonning new parties of professed
believers who will act out their own de-
lusive theories. The apostasy will in-
crease. 'Some shall depart from the faith,
giving heed to seducing spirits, and doc-
trines of devils.' .. Review and Herald,
August 5, 1909.

Sleepy Laodiceans are especially sus-
ceptible of being led away from the pillars
of the faith.

"Everyone who is asleep is subject to
strange illusions. Judgment is not preserved,
fancy holds control of the brain. Sleepy
Christians are subject to just such strange
imaginings. They have not clear ideas; they
have not clear judgment. Strange thoughts
come, which they never had before. Strange
doubts crowd into the mind. The old land-
marks seem indistinct and strange. Once they



held to the pillars of the faith with a fum
hand, but now their hands are slipping off.
Pride and love ofambition possess the mind.
There is a flattering ofself that they are 'rich,
and increased with goods, and have need of
nothing,' (Revelation 3: 17)while exactly the
opposite is the condition of the church"
Manuscript Releases, vol. 10,386-387.

In the 1950s, some Advntist leaders
attempted to change our beliefs regard-
ing the human nature of Christ and the
atonement. They presented to Evan-
gelicals Barnhouse and Martin that
Adventists believe that
Christ came in the nature of
unfallen Adam, rather than
the fallen nature of
Abraham and of David.
They also purported that
Adventists believe that the
atonement was completed at
the cross, rather than in the
Most Holy Place of the
heavenly sanctuary during
the antitypical day of atooe-
ment. This attempt to unite
our beliefs with those of the
opposers of truth has con-
tinued to this day and has
become known as the New
Theology. See Our Firm Foundation,
June 1988, 13; August 1988, 26; Sep-
tember 1988, 20.

Defending the Faith

These false teachings by the professed
servants ofGod are the most dangerous of
all. Such false teachers are to be feared and
shunned, for they are unsettling the faith
of God's people.

"Those temptations are most dangerous
which come from the professed servants of
God, and from our friends. When persons
who are uniting with the world, yet claiming
great piety and love, counsel the faithful
workers for God to be less zealous and more
conservative, our answer must be an appeal
to the Word of God. When they plead for
union with those who have been our deter-
mined opposers, we should fear and shun
them as decidedly as did Nehemiah. Those
who would lead away from the old land-
marks to form a connection with the ungodly,
cannot be sent of Heaven. Whatever may
have been their former position, their present
course tends to unsettle the faith of God's
people." Signsofthe Times, January 3, 1884.

Prominent Seventh-day Adventist pro-
moters of these doctrines, borrowed from
fallen Christianity, defend their teachings
by stating that there are apparently con-

tradictory inspired statements on these sub-
jects which cannot be harmonized. See
Adventist Review, April 19, 1990,4; Au-
gust 19, 1993,4. Tragically, this argument
is devised by Satan.

"When men who are in positions of
responsihility permit themselves to be
led astray, as many do, by the sophist-
ries of Satan, the enemy gains a great vic-
tory. He works today as he worked in
heaven, to divide the people of God in
the very last state of this earth's history.
He seeks to create dissension, and to

arouse contention and discussion, and to
remove if possible the old landmarks of
truth committed to God's people. He
tries to make it appear as if the Lord con-
tradicts Himself,'" Manuscript Releases,
vol. 4, 145.

Rather than being deceived by such as-
sertions, we are to remain with the old land-
marks, for there is only one version of
truth.

"God never contradicts Himself. Scrip-
ture proofs are misapplied if forced to tes-
tify to that which is not true. Another and
still another will arise and bring in sup-
posedly great light, and make their asser-
tions. But we stand by the old landmarks."
Selected Messages, book I, 162.

One widely distributed Adventist book
claims to disprove from Scripture and the
Spirit of Prophecy that there is any linkage
between the "'the nature of Christ, sin, sanc-
tification, and perfection." Roy Adams, The
Nature ofChrist, 13,Review and HeraldPub-
lisbing Association, Hagerstown, MD. An-
other book distributed worldwide states that
the above golden links of the gospel chain,
specifically, "the human nature ofChrist, the
nature of sin,. and sanctification" are "moot
theological issues." North American Divi-
sion authorized, Issues: The Seventh-day
Adventist Church and Certain Private Min-
istries, 109.

False teachers among us are to be met
and opposed.

"False teachers may appear to be very
zealous for the work of God, and may ex-
pend means to bring their theories before the
world and the church; but as they mingle er-
ror with truth, their message is one ofdecep-
tion, and will lead souls into false paths. They
are to be met and opposed, not because they
are bad men, but because they are teachers
offalsehood and are endeavoring to put upon
falsehood the stamp of truth." Testimonies
to Ministers, 55.

We are not to listen for a
moment to those who change
our beliefs.

"On every occasion possible
Satan is on hand to introduce the
leaven ofhis deceptive fallacies.
Listen not a moment to the in-
terpretations that would loosen
one pin, remove one pillar, from
the platform of truth." Manu-
script Releases, vol. 12, 126.

Students are not to remain
where falsehoods are heing
taught.

"To all students we would
say, In the name of the Lord
do not permit yourselves to be

held where the spiritual attnospltere is poi-
soned with skepticism and falsehood.
Those who have had the evidence of truth,
but who for days, weeks, months, and years
have had about them a subtle influence that
gives adistoned representation, a false col-
oring, to the truth of God, are not fit for
teachers for our youth. Where falsehoods
regarding the Word and work of God are
reported as truth is no place for students
who are preparing fOT the future, immor-
tal life." Ibid., 125.

There is an important aspect to the de-
fense of truth that we too often fail to rec-
ognize. God gives the work of defending
the truth only to those who are purified by
the truth.

"Warnings must be given, and entreat-
ies must be made, dangers must be pointed
out, and the landmarks of truth must be
made plain. God will not give any man this
work unless he is making a practical ap-
plication of the truth to his own soul, and
revealing the fact that he has the faith that
works by love and purifies the soul."
Manuscript Releases, vol. 6, 204.

May each reader not only know but
also experience the truth, and thus be able
to share and defend every link in the golden
gospel chain is our prayer. 0
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Sabbath reveals also the ministration of
Christ in the heavenly sanctuary."

Historically, theologically, and experi-
entially, the Sabbath and the sanctuary are
therefore ftrmly bonded, one to another.
He who cherishes one of these two truths
cherishes the other, and he who is scomful
of the one will, sooner or later, become
scomful of the other. Thus Uriab Smith
wrote in the Review and Herald, August
5,1875:

"As is perhaps natural, the enemy of
truth seems most persistent in trying to
trouble and unsettle minds in regard to the
sanctuary, for that is the citadel of our
strength."

Freedom's Test and
Freedom's Sign

H E who attacks the sanctuary at-
tacks the Sabbath. We need to
remember this truth as we have

increasing contact with Seventh-day Ad-
ventist Church members, and even minis-
ters who either ignore the sanctuary doc-
trine or sneer at it. We will not weary you
with statistical evidence, since contacts of
this type are part of the experience of
most of US today. Let us consider the
meaning and significance of this trend.
We read in Revelation II :19:

"And the temple ofGod was opened in
heaven, and there was seen in his temple
the ark ofhis testament."

We know that the ark was a chest
beneath the mercy seat with overshadowing
angels, and that this chest was the place
wherein rested the two tables of the law
written with the finger of God. The full
significance of this fact was made clear to
God's messenger in a vision presented to
her on April 2, 1847, in Topsham, Maine,
and reported in Early Writings, 32-33.
Ellen White describes how she was shown
the first apartment of the heavenly sanctu-
ary, containing the altar ofincense, the table
of shewbread, and the candlestick with its
seven lamps. Then her attention was di-
rected to the second apartment, the Most
Holy Place, where she saw the ark and the
two tables ofthe law: She writes:

"The four on the first table shone
brighter than the other six. But the fourth,
the Sabbath commandment, shone above
them all; for the Sabbath was set apart to
be kept in honor ofGod's holy name. The
holy Sabbath looked glorious-a halo of
glory was all around it. ...

"I saw that the holy Sabbath is, and
will be, the separating wall between the
true Israel of God and unbelievers; and
that the Sabbath is the great question, to
unite the hearts of God's dear, waiting
saints."

This understanding was at once the
reason for our pioneers' great apprecia-
tion for the sanctuary truth, and the reason
for their opponents' great lack of appre-
ciation for it. In The Great Controversy,
435, Ellen White writes:

''None could fail to see that ... an
acceptance of the truth concerning the
heavenly sanctuary involved an acknowl-
edgment of the claims of God's law and
the obligation of the Sabbath of the fourth
commandment. Here was the secret of the
bitter and determined opposition to the
harmonious exposition of the Scriptures
that revealed the ministration of Christ in
the heavenly sanctuary."

It was not that they intensely hated the

sanctuary. They could have endured that
doctrine. The object of their bitter hatred
was the Sahbath commandment. And their
hatred was so intense that they were willing
to destroy the heavenly sanctuary, ifneces-
sary, in order to get rid ofthe Sabbath.

The battle lines were thus drawn, and
there has been no change in those battle
since then. The relation between the sanc-
tuary and the Sabbath may not have been
entirely clear to all of us, but it has been
unmistakably clear to our opponents, as to
the devil himself. In Testimonies to Minis-
ters, 472, Ellen White quotes Satan as
saying to his angels:

"The same light which reveals the true

Ralph Larson
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The Sabbath . ..meets the need ofa test for
1. predicting human behavior. Ifwe faithfully
comply with the Sabbath commandment, we are
demonstrating what we will do when the reason for
God's commandment is not altogether clear to us.

That statement was true in 1875, and it
is true today. Attacks on the sanctuary have
been increasingly bitter and unrelenting in
recent years. Kenneth Sample, an evangeli-
cal scholar and the successor to Walter
Martin, conducted a survey among minis-
ters of the Southeastern California Confer-
ence. In his questionnaire he included a
statement by Desmond Ford that our sanc-
tuary doctrine "bad no biblical warrant, and
was only accepted because ofEllen White."
He asked these Adventist ministers whether
they agreed or disagreed with Ford's state-
ment Ofthe 56 ministers who responded to
his questionnaire, only 29 stated that they
disagreed. Others either agreed with Ford
or answered evasively. It is readily apparent
that this decreasing respect for the sanctu-
ary truth is accompanied by a decreasing
respect for the Sabbath. We are forcibly
reminded of Ellen White's prediction in
The Seventh-day Adventist Bible Commen-
tary, vol. 7, 985:

"After the truth has been proclaimed
as a witness to all nations, ... there will be
a removing of the landmarks, and an
attempt to tear down the pillars of our
faith. A more decided effort will be made
to exalt the false sabbath."

We had better prepare our minds, then,
for the probability that those Seventh-day
Adventist ministers and members who
have made it their first goal to lead us into
the false doctrines ofCalvinism, rejecting
the sanctuary truth, and have made it their
second goal to lead us into the false
worship of Pentecostalism, will make it
their next goal to lead us into exalting the
false sabbath.

Let us then spend a few moments
reflecting about our precious heritage, the
true Sabbath. What is the Sabbath really
all about? What is its real significance in
the plan of salvation and to us personally?
The title ofour study, remember, is "Free-
dom's Test and Freedom's Sign."

Let us begin with two familiar and
cherished scriptures, Ezekiel 20: 12 and 20:

''Moreover also I gave them my sab-
baths, to be a sign between me and them,
that they might know that I am the Lord
that sanctify them.

"And hallow my sabbaths, and they
shall be a sign between me and you, that
ye may know that I am the Lord your
God."

Tests and signs are a part of our daily
lives. Signs are often associated with, or
follow, tests. While we are sitting in the
waiting room of the doctor's office, we
read with interest the signs on the walls,
which tell us the doctor has passed certain

tests, and is therefore qualified to practice
his medical specialty.

Many of the things that we use are
tested, from bolts, nuts, and screws to boats,
cars, ships, and planes. People are tested,
too. The purpose of all of this testing is
prediction and the reduction of risle. What
will happen ifthis boat is put into the water;
if this car is put on the road; if this plane is
put into the air? What will be the result if
this woman goes into a classroom to teach;
if this man sets up a practice ofmedicine?
These are the kinds ofquestions that we try
to answer in advance by testing. The obvi-

ous purpose of the testing is to reduce, or
ideally to eliminate, the ofrisk.

Experience teaches us that it is easier
to test things than to test people. Our
penitentiary parole boards have been
struggling with this problem for years,
without great success. It is their responsi-
bility to try to predict human behavior in
order to decide which prisoners can safely
be returned to society. They often make
mistakes, not because of insincerity, or
even incompetence, on their part. Surely
they are as conceroed about the security of
their families as we are. Their problem is
simply that they do not have a perfect
system for testing.

Our Lord is in a similar situation. He is
planning to parole, as it were, prisoners
from this earth and release them into the
society of other worlds where there bas
never been any sin, and where we may be
sure that the inhabitants do not ever want
to have any sin. He therefore needs a test
for the purpose of predicting human be-
havior. What kind of test would meet His
requirements? There would be at least five
essential elements:
I. It would have to be applicable to all
people in all places on earth.
2. It would have to be applicable to people
ofall ages.
3. It would have to be applicable to people
in all conditions of ability, education,
talent, and wealth.
4. Itwould have to be reasonable and fair.

5. It would have to be unique, so that
motivation would be clear.

There is only one thing that is available
to people ofall ages and all conditions in all
parts of the earth, and that is time. Every-
one's day bas twenty-four hours; every-
one's week bas seven days, and so on. This
fact is true of nothing but time. The use of
time for a test is therefore strongly indi-
cated. But how? To have a test involving
time spent in work, or study, or even in
recreation would be unfair. Not all persons
can do these things, even should they so
desire. What then is left?

Time spent in rest. This test could be
fair. Not everyone can work, or study, or
even play, hut everyone can rest. But what
about the question of motivation? People
rest for different reasons. Some even rest
so they can be more efficient in doing evil.
Time spent in rest then falls a little short of
meeting the need for a universal test.

But suppose the Creator should set
forth a requirement that one specific and
particular period of time be spent in rest?

Let us reflect about this test for a
moment. People rest for different reasons,
even bad reasons, but they do not restrict
themselves to a particular time for resting.
If we see persons doing so, we may be
sure that the reason is their desire to do the
will of their Creator. Motivation would be
clear.

Now we are beginning to understand
what the Sabbath is all about. It is indeed
a sign, just as we read in Ezekiel 20. It
provides a time for rest, for fellowship,
and for worship. But more than this, it
meets the need of a test for predicting
human behavior. If we faithfully comply
with the Sabbath commandment, we are
demonstrating what we will do when the
reason for God's commandment is not
altogether clear to us.

Human reason can recognize the need
for rest, but not for rest on a particular day.
As far as human reason is concerned,
resting could be done on any day, or even
on portions of days. The command to rest
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Total freedom must include both the absence
of restraint and the absence of constraint,

both the ability to say "I will," and the ability to
say, "I will not."

upon the seventh day is not based on
human reason and, unlike the other com-
mandments, makes no appeal to human
reason. It is founded upon the revealed
will of God, and nothing else. It therefore
provides a very clear and satisfactory
answer to the question, What will this
person do when he does nOl fully under-
stand the reason for God's command-
ment? It is an effective test for predicting
human behavior and for deciding who is
safe to save.

Suppose that you had been fortunate
enough to live on a planet where there had
never been any sin. Then suppose that you
learned that God is planning to "parole" a
"prisoner" from Planet Earth and to allow
him access to your planet. You would be
concerned, and rightly so. You might ex-
press your concern by asking, "Are you
sure, Lord, that he is all right?" The Lord
could say in reply, "You listen while we
test him, and see what you think." Then
the Lord, in your presence, questions this
earthling in regard to all of the other
commandments except the fourth, the
Sabbath commandment. To each com-
mandment the earthling makes the same
response, "Yes. That makes sense. That is
clear and reasonable, and I understand it. I
will gladly obey that commandment."

I do not think you would be content. I
think you might say, "Lord, that doesn't
satisfY me at all. He is not obeying you; he
is agreeing with you. He keeps saying that
he wi II obey the commandments because
they make sense to him. But what will
happen if at some future time there is a
commandment that is not altogether clear
to him? What will he do then? Given his
limited intelligence and his limited expe-
rience, that could easily happen."

The Lord could answer, "We have a
principle in the law specifically for the
purpose ofdealing with that question." He
then questions the candidate from earth in
regard to the Sabbath commandment.
Please notice that there could be two
different responses. The candidate from
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earth might say, "I understand the need for
rest. I will faithfully rest. But I see no
reason why the resting should be done on
any particular day. I will rest when I need
to rest. I can choose the time that is best
for me." I feel very sure that you would
say, "Lord, we don't want him here. Send
him to some other planet, please."

Or the candidate from earth might
answer like this: "I understand the need
for rest. I don't understand why it needs to
be on a particular day, but I don't need to

understand that. If that is what you want,
that settles it for me." I think you would
say, "I think he is all right; let him come."

What will we do when there is a re-
quirement of God that we do not under-
stand? This is the real test for the quality of
our relationship with God. This is the test
that Eve met in Eden and failed. This is the
test that Abntham met on Mt. Moriah and
passed. This is the test that our Lord met in
Gethsemane, and the fate of the whole
universe trembled in the balance while He
prayed three times, "Father, ifit be possible,
let this cup pass from me." Matthew 26:39.
And the whole universe won its reprieve
when He finally said, ''Nevertheless, not
my will, but thine, be done." Luke 22:42.

This test we all must pass in order to be
safe to save. The holy Sabbath is truly a
sign between ourselves and our Lord. I am
astonished at the thinking ofthose theologi-
ans who say that there is a moral principle
involved in resting, but that there is no
moral principle involved in resting on
God's appointed day. Surely there is confu-
sion here. To argue that there is a moral
principle involved in something that may
be done for selfish or even immoral rea-
sons, but that there is no moral principle
involved in something that is done in care-
ful regard for the expressed will of the
Creator is strange indeed. To people who
think in this way the Sabbath is no sign, but
to US it truly is a most meaningful sign.
Let us now consider one other impor-

tant element in the meaning of the Sab-
bath, remembering still that the title to this

study is "Freedom's Test and Freedom's
Sign."

Just as the Sabbath is a sign of our
loyalty to our Creator, it is also a sign of
the freedom that He provides for us. Let
us read John 8:31-36:

"Then said Jesus to those Jews which
believed on him, Ifye continue in my word,
then are ye my disciples indeed; and ye
shall know the truth, and the truth shall
make you free. They answered him, We be
Abraham'5 seed, and were never in bond-
age to any man: how sayest thou, Ye shall
be made free? Jesus answered them, Verily,
verily, I say unto you, Whosoever commit-
teth sin is the servant ofsin. And the servant
abideth not in the house for ever: but the
Son abideth ever. If the Son therefore shall
make you free, ye shall be free indeed."

We are looking at a picture ofobvious
confusion. These men were even then
under the bondage of Rome and were far
from being free. How could they misun-
derstand the meaning of freedom? This
fact causes us to feel the need of a defini-
tion. What is the definition of freedom,
anyway?

If we put this question to young peo-
ple, they are likely to tell us that freedom
is the absence of restraint, the full ability
to say, "I will." But if we put the same
question to the soldier in the trenches or to
prisoners in chain gangs, they are likely to
tell us that freedom is the absence of
constraint, the full ability to say, "I will
not."

Then which definition is correct? Ac-
tually both are correct, but both are only
partial definitions. Total freedom must
include both the absence of restraint and
the absence of constraint, both the ability
to say "I will," and the ability to say, "I
will not." To be able to stop actions but
not to initiate them would mean that we
could only respond to the actions of oth-
ers. To have the power to initiate action
but not to stop it would be even worse.

Il is pleasant to be able to extend the
hand and shake it, if we so desire, but if
the shaking cannot be stopped, that is not
very pleasant. Ask the victim of Parkin-
son '5 disease. It is nice to be able to sneeze
when we need to, in order to clear the
respiratory tract of some irritation, but if
the sneezing cannot be stopped, a trip to
the emergency room of the hospital may
be required.

When our body sustains an injury, it is
wonderful to see how the body cells can
reproduce themselves and grow until the
wound is healed. But what if the repro-
duction of body cells cannot be stopped?

.-



We have a word for that-a dreaded word He is in a worse condition than were the
for a dreaded condition-eancer. Jews to whom Christ spoke. They were in

Pagan literature is replete with stories bondage to other men, but modem man is in
about pagan gods who created something bondage to things, surely the most pathetic
and then were not able to control it. The ofall conditions ofhuman bondage.
Swiss theologian Karl Barth points out God had foreseen this problem and
that in the first He instructed man in
our God is intro- I Exodus 34:21: "Six
duced to us, it is days thou shalt work,
made clear that He but on the seventh
has no such prob- day thou shalt rest: in
lem. He is impres- • , earing [plowing]
sively able to say "I time and in harvest
will," and is thou shalt rest"
equally able to say, Man might cry
"I will not." Barth out in alarm, "But
writes: what of the weather?
"A being is free Does not God under-

only when it can stand about the
determine and limit weather?" The an-
its activity, and swer is Yes, God
only the works ofa does understand
being like this are about the weather.
acts. God is a being He understands it
like this. His crea- perfectly, but He is
tive activity has its in control. Modem
limits in the rest man may cry out,
from His works, "But what about my
determined by financial obliga-
Himself, i.e., the tions? Does not God
rest of the seventh day. His freedom, know what will happen if I do not make
revealed in this rest, is a first criterion of my payments?" The answer is Yes, God
the true deity of the Creator in the biblical understands these things perfectly, but He
saga." Church Dogmatics, Volume Ill, is in control. Only those who truly believe
Book I. this fact can understand and experience

In the creation story the Bible presents true freedom.
to us a God who has the ultimate power of Some, like the Jews to whom Christ
creation, perfectly balanced by an equal spoke, give evidence of being confused
power of control. He never loses control about freedom. They will boast of their
of what He has created. He is always in freedom, then exhibit their shackles. They
charge, in no way threatened by what He may insist that Sabbathbreaking is free-
has created. For six days He demonstrates dam, but then admit that the real reason
His ability to say, "I will"; then on the for their Sabbathbreaking is fear offinan-
seventh day He demonstrates the fullness cial loss. They are living in fear, not
of His freedom by saying, "I will not," freedom. To such persons the Lord of all
and celebrates His Sabbath, the symbol of is still saying,
His freedom. "If the Son therefore shall make you

He graciously invites man to join Him free, ye shall be free indeed." John 8:36.
in His celebration of freedom by sharing There are people in the world who are
the Sabbath with Him. How much man not confused, and who know what free-
needs this rest, because man is not like dam is. They celebrate their freedom
God! Man has demonstrated an impres- every Sabbath in fellowship with their
sive ability to say, "] will." He can say, "] Creator God. They also know that the
will plant a garden; ] will build a house; ] Sabbath is a sign between themselves and
will fly to the moon." But he has a their Creator God, a precious emblem of
pathetic inability to say, "I will not." their special relationship. They are living

Man plants a crop, and then is afraid to witnesses that God is alive and that He is
take a Sabbath rest for fear that he will lose in control. He is not afraid of anything or
the crop. Thus the crop becomes his master. anybody, and that becomes true of His
Man builds a house, and then is afraid to followers as well. They are the kind of
keep the Sabbath for fear of losing his people who will walk calmly and stead-
house. Thus the house becomes his master. fastly with their God through the perils of

earth's last days. They will be unmoved
by the clever arguments and cunning
sophistries of the apostates about them.
They will "...gather warmth from the
coldness of others, courage from their
cowardice, and loyalty from their trea-
son." Testimonies, vol. 5, 136.

"I saw that the holy Sabbath is, and
will be, the separating wall between the
true Israel of God and unbelievers; and
that the Sabbath is the great question to
unite the hearts of God's dear, waiting
saints." Early Writings, 33. 0

Editorial
Continued from 2

and true repentance. There must be deep,
faithful searching of heart." The Great
Controversy, 489-490.

Yes, October 22, 1994, will be a cele-
bration for some, but a weeping time for
others when we see that it is our rebellion
that has kept us in this world for more than
a hundred years longer than God intended.
If God's remnant people had received the
experience of the third angel's message,
the character of Christ would have been
perfected in the saints. Again God speaks:
"When the character of Christ shall be

perfectly reproduced in His people, then He
will come to claim them as His own.

"It is the privilege ofevery Christian not
only to look for but to hasten the coming of
our Lord Jesus Christ. 2 Peter 3: 12, margin.
Were all who profess His narne bearing
fruit to His glory, how quickly the whole
world would be sown with the seed of the
gospel. Quickly the last great harvest would
be ripened, and Christ would come to
gather the precious grain." Christ's Object
Lessons, 69.

Let us not now celebrate our long
delay to enter the Promised Land, but let
us daily submit our wills to the will of
God, to His plan to perfect our characters.
Let us pray that our institutions will again
be in harmony with the plan of God. Let
us pray thal our pastors, leaders, and laity
will see the great relationship of the
cleansing of the heavenly sanctuary to tbe
purification of His people and church on
earth.

Then we will see the revival and refor-
mation so greatly needed and prayed for in
God's remnant church. This is the prayer of
Hope International's staff as we remember
October 22, 1844. 0

Ron Spear, Editor
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The world is full of false teaching; and
if we do not resolutely search the Scrip-
tures for ourselves, we shall accept its
errors for truth, adopt its customs, and
deceive our own hearts. The doctrines and
customs of the world are at variance with
the truth of God. Those who seek to turn
from the service of the world to the
service of God, will need divine help.
They will have to set their faces like a flint
toward Zion. They will feel the opposition
of the world, the flesh, and the devil, and
will have to go contrary to the spirit and
influences of the world. Since the time
when the Son ofGod breasted the haughty
prejudices and unbeliefofmankind, there
has been no change in the attitude of the
world toward the religion of Jesus. The
servants of Christ must meet the same
spirit of opposition and reproach, and
must go "without the camp, bearing his
reproach." Hebrews 13:13.

The mission of Jesus was demon-
strated by convincing miracles. His doc-
trine astonished the people. It was not the
contradictory jargon of the scribes, full of
mysticism, burdened with absurd forms
and meaningless exactions; but it was a
system of truth that met the wants of the
heart. His teaching was plain, clear, com-
prehensive. The practical truths He ut-
tered had a convincing power, and
arrested the attention ofthe people. Multi-
tudes lingered at His side, marveling at
His wisdom. His manner corresponded
with the great truths He proclaimed. There
was no apology, no hesitancy, not the
shadow of a doubt or uncertainty that it
might be other than He declared. He
spoke of the earthly and the heavenly, of
the human and the divine, with positive
authority; and the people "were aston-
ished at his doctrine; for his word was
with power." Luke 4:32.

He had declared Himself to be the
Messiah, but the people would not receive
Him, though they saw His wonderful
works and marveled at His wisdom. He
did not meet their expectation of the
Messiah. They had been instructed to look
for earthly pomp and glory at the advent
of their Deliverer, and they dreamed that
under the power of "the Lion of the tribe
of Judah" (Revelation 5:5) the Jewish
nation would be exalted to pre-eminence
among the nations of the world. With
these ideas they were not prepared to
receive the humble Teacher of Galilee,
although He came just as the prophets had
foretold that He should come. He was not
recognized as "the truth," (John 14:6) the
"light ofthe world," (John 8: 12) although

Sanctify Them
Through Thy Truth

B EFORE Jesus went forth to His vague surmising as to what the truth is, but
fmal conflict with the powers of adds, "Thy word is truth." John 17:17. The
darkness, He lifted up His eyes to Word of God is the means by which our

heaven and prayed for His disciples. He sanctification is to be accomplished. It is of
said: "I pray not that thou shouldest take the greatest importance, then, that we ac-
them out of the world, but that thou quaint ourselves with the sacred instruction
shouldest keep them from the evil. They of the Bible. It is as necessary for us to
are not of the world, even as I am not of understand the words oflife as it was for the
the world. Sanctify them through thy early disciples to be informed concerning the
truth: thy word is truth.... Neither pray I plan ofsalvation. We shall be inexcusable it;
for these alone, but for them also which through our own negligence, we are ignorant
shall believe on me through their word." ofthe claims ofGod's Word. God has given
John 17:15-17,20. us His Word, the revelation ofHis will, and

The burden of Jesus' request was that has promised the Holy Spirit to them that ask
those who believed on Him might be kept Him, to guide them into all truth; and every
from the evil of the world, and sanctified soul who honestly desires to do the will of
through the truth. He does not leave us to God shall know ofthe doctrine.

Ellen G. White1-------
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nowe notmeet theories and doctrines today that
..LJhave no fOlmdation in the Word ofGod?Men
cling as tenaciously to them as did the Jews .... We
have the same difficulties tomeet and resist as did the
Redeemer ofthe world.

He spake as never man spake; for His
appearance was humble and unpretend-
ing. He came without attendants ofearthly
pageant and glory. There was, however, a
majesty in His very presence that bespoke
His divine character. His manners, though
gentle and winning, possessed an author-
ity that inspired respect and awe. He
commanded, and disease left the sufferer.
The dead heard His voice and lived, the
sorrowing rejoiced, and the weary and
heavy-laden found rest in His compas-
sionate love.

Spies watched Him with suspicious
glances, ready to put an evil construction
on any word or action that was in the least
questionable. They were continually lying
in wait to find whereof they might accuse
Him. He was the central object of obser-
vation and scrutiny to the people ofJudea.
His steps were thronged with curious
multitudes that waited for a sign. The
lame, the blind, the palsy-stricken, the
leprous, and those afflicted with all man-
ner of diseases, came to Him, and He
healed them all. Those who had come to
criticize and condemn heard the people
glorifying God; and His fame spread from
city to city. Heaven indorsed His claims
with mighty manifestations, but the evil
hearts ofmen, filled with unbelief born of
prejudice, thrust aside the tokens of His
truth, and clung to their empty traditions.
They were not prepared to acknowledge
Him as the long-looked-for Messiah, be-
cause of their false conceptions as to the
manner ofHis advent and the character of
His mission. They walked in the obscur-
ing sbadow ofman-made theories.

The Word of God, that they professed
to believe, stated plainly every detail ofHis
ministry, and again and again He quoted
from the prophets, and declared, "This day
is this scripture fulfilled in your ears." Luke
4:21. But the minds of the Jewish people
were SO concentrated on the hope ofearthly
power and national elevation that they de-
spised the humble Nazarene, and would not
bave Him to reign over them. Had they
earnestly searched the Scriptures, and
brought their theories and expectations to
the test ofGod's Word, Jesus need not bave
wept over their impenitence. He need not
bave declared, "Behold, your house is left
unto you desolate," (Matthew 23:38) "be-
cause thou knowest not the time of thy
visitation." Luke 19:44. They might bave
been acquainted with the evidences of His
Messiabship, and the calamity that laid the
proud city in ruinsmight bave been averted.
Theminds ofthe Jews bad become dwarfed
and narrowed by their unjust prejudices and

unyielding bigotry. The practical lessons of
Christ revealed the deficiencies of their
characters, and demanded thorough repent-
ance. If they accepted His teaching, their
practices must be changed, their thoughts
enlarged, and their cherished hopes relin-
quished. They would bave to sacrifice the
honor of men, in order to be honored of
Heaven; and if they obeyed the words of
this new"Rabbi," they would bave to go
contrary to the opinions of the great teach-
ers and thinkers ofthe time.

Many wonder at the unwiIIingness of
the Jews to receive Christ as the promised
Messiah. Why did they cling to their false

creeds, empty forms, and useless ceremo-
nies, when the truth ofheaven waited their
acceptance? They spent their money for
chaff and husks, when the Living Bread
was within their reach. Why did they not
go to the Word of God, and search dili-
gently to know whether or not they were
in error, and tn discover to Jesus the
absurdity ofRis claims and the evidences
of His deception? The cause of their
rejection of Christ was the same as that
which keeps men in error today: they
"loved darkness mther than light, because
their deeds were evil." John 3:19.

Truth was unpopular in Christ's day.
Truth is unpopular in our day. It has been
unpopular ever since Satan first gave man
a disrelish for it by presenting bewitching
fables that lead to self-exaltation. Do we
not meet theories and doctrines today that
have no foundation in the Word of God?
Men cling as tenaciously to them as did
the Jews to their traditions and delusions.
We have the same difficulties to meet and
resist as did the Redeemer ofthe world.

The Jewish leaders were filled with
spiritual pride. Their desire for the glorifi-
cation nf self, manifested itselfeven in the
services of the sanctuary. They loved the
highest seats in the synagogues, and the
praise ofmen. They lnved greetings in the
marketplaces, and were gmtified with the
sound oftheir titles on the lips ofmen. As
real piety declined, they became more

jealous for their traditions and ceremo-
nies. Do we not See the same perverseness
in the Christian church of today? Those
who love God with sincere hearts should
the more earnestly desire the truth as it is
in Jesus. They should search the Scrip-
tures with humble hearts, intensely desir-
ing to know what is truth; for Christ
pmyed that His disciples might be sancti-
fied through the truth.

The Jews, because their understanding
was darkened by selfish prejudice, could
not harmonize the strange power and
authority ofChrist's convicting words, with
His humble life and appearance. They did

not appreciate the fact that real gneatness
can afford to go without display. This
man's poverty and humility seemed wholly
inconsistent with His claims to the great
honor and power of the Messiah. That He
should announce Himselfas the Son ofGod
they deemed intolemble blasphemy. They
questioned, If He were the Messiah, why
was He so unpretending? What would be-
come of their nation ifHe were satisfied to
be without the force of arms? When and
how would the glory and power, so long
anticipated, bring the nations as subjects to
the city of the Jews? Had not the priests
taught that they were to bear rule over all
the earth? And could it be possible that the
gneat religious teachers were in error? The
Lord bad answered their query through
Isaiah: "0 my people, they which lead thee
cause thee to err, and destroy the way ofthy
paths." Isaiah 3:12.

The scribes, Pharisees, and Sadducees
bad wandered away from the truth, and
Jesus exhorted the people to study the
Scriptures for themselves. God has en-
dowed men with intellect, and has made it
possible for them to be enlightened by the
Word of life; but today, as then, people
will accept the teaching and doctrines of
men, mther than obey the plain Word of
God. They choose to take the broad road
that leads to death, mther than to bear their
cross and follow the blood-stained path
that leads to etemallife.
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Pharisees, Sadducees, and Herodians
joined to oppose the Son of God. Their
rejection of the truth influenced many to
turn from the Saviour. Those who cherish
enmity to the pure principles of heaven,
are acting in concert with the "rulers of
the darkness of this world." Ephesians
6: 12. When Christ met with success in His
ministry, those who hated truth and re-
jected light manifested their spirit of op-
position, and sought to silence Him. The
same spirit is apparent today, wherever

the truth is brought in contact with long-
established error of doctrine and custom.
With mad prejudice, men bitterly cnn-
demn that which disturbs their precon-
ceived opinions. It is a matter of the
highest importance and interest to us that
we understand what the truth is, and our
petitions should go forth with intense
earnestness that we may be guided into all
truth.

David appreciated the divine enlight-
enment, and recognized the power of the

Word ofGod. He declares, "The entrance
of thy words giveth light; it giveth under-
standing unto the simple." Psalm
119: 130. Let those who want light search
the Scriptures, comparing scripture with
scripture, and pleading with God for the
illumination of the Holy Spirit. The prom-
ise is that those who seek shall find. 0

Review andHerald, February 7, 1888.

1994 Eatonville
camp :Meeting

Video and Audio Tapes

Vernon Sparks

Jim Hohnberger

Sally Hohnberger

Did you hear a sermon at the Hope International
camp meeting that you would like to share with your
Adventist friends? Perhaps you were unable to attend
this year, but many who did attend our tenth annual
camp meeting said it was one of the best ever. We trust
you will be blessed as you listen to these tapes,
compare the messages with the Word of God, and
share them with others. Look for additional camp
meeting sermons from other localities in future issues
ofOur Firm Foundation.

Video: $30: Audio: $6
Are Ye Not Carnal? The Last Great Step; It's About People
(3 tapes)

The Indulgent Parent-Habits; Understanding the Indul-
gent Parent; Discipline Is Discipling (3 tapes)

$10: Audio: $2
Above andBeyond Nature (I tape)

Colin Standish

Ron Spear Video: $10: Audio: $2
The Final Crisis and the Close ofProbation (I tape)

Video: $30: Audio: $6
Deception, Deceit, Lies and Guile; A Form ofGodliness;
Romans 7and 8 (3 tapes)

Video: $10: Audio: $2

Abdulla Ahomed

Wallace Boddy

Video: $20: Audio: $4-
A Whole Lot of Shaking Going On; Cry My Beloved
Conference (2 tapes)

Books ofa New Order (1 tape)

Stephen Dickie Russell StandishVideo: $10: Audio: $2
The Third Angel's Message (1 tape)

Video: $30: Audio: $6
The Temple ofthe Lord; Diminish Not a Word; Religious
Liberty (3 tapes)

Clark Floyd Video: $10: Audio: $2
A Mordecai in the Gate (1 tape) Christian Patriotism (1 tape)

Video: $10: Audio: $2

Ron Goss Video: $10: Audio: $2
Perilous Times (I tape)

Kenneth Hodges
A Few GoodMen (1 tape)

'Cassette prices: Any single sermon may be ordered for $2.50
per tape.

Video: $10: Audio: $2 Please add $1.50 for shipping or 10% of the total, whichever is
greater. Washington residents please add 7.6% sales tax.
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"Christ s1ands before us as the pattern Man, the great Medical MissionaJY-an
example for allwho should come after." Lorna Linda Messages, 61.

The servant of the Lord tells us that
"soon there will be no work done in
ministerial lines but medical missionary
work." Counsels on Health, 533. Also
in The Review and Herald, January 7,
1902, she said: "At baptism, in the
name of the Father, and of the Son, and
of the Holy Ghost we were set apart to
engage in the very work that Christ
came to the world to do. What was
He?-In the highest sense He was a
Missionary, and He was a Healing Mis-
sionary." This department features
timely information and counsel on how
we can better experience and share our
divinely given health message as an
integra! part of the three angels' mes-
sages.

The Editors

Reasons for Health Reform

Our First Duty
"Our first duty toward God and our

fellow beings is that of self-develop-
ment. Every faculty with which the

Creator has en-
dowed us should
be cultivated to
the highest de-
gree of perfec-
tion, that we may
be able to do the
greatest amount
of good of which
we are capable.
Hence that time
is spent to good
account which is
used in the estab-
lishment and
preservation of
physical and
mental health.
We cannot afford
to dwarf or crip-
ple any function
of body or mind.
As surely as we
do this, we must
suffer the conse-
quences." Coun-
sels on Health.
107.
"Our first

duty, one which
we owe to God, to
ourselves, and to
our fellow men, is
to obey the laws
ofGod, which in-
clude the laws of

health. If we are sick we impose a weary
tax upon our friends and unfit ourselves
for discharging our duties to our families
and to our neighbors. And when prema-
ture death is the result of our violation of
nature's law, we bring sorrow and suffer-
ing to others; we deprive our neighbors of
the help we ought to render them in living;
we rob our families of the comfort and
help we might render them, and rob God
of the service He claims of us to advance
His glory. Then, are we not, in the worst
sense, transgressors ofGod's law?" Testi-
monies, vol. 3,164-165.

To Relieve Disease
"The majority of diseases which the

human family have been and still are
suffering under, they have created by
ignorance of their own organic laws."
Counsels on Diet and Foods, 19.

A Living Sacrifice
"God requires the body to be rendered

a living sacrifice to Him, not a dead or a
dying sacrifice. The offerings of the an-

cient Hebrews were to be without blem-
ish, and will it be pleasing to God to
accept a human offering that is filled with
disease and corruption? He tells us that
our body is the temple of the Holy Ghost;
and He requires us to take care of this
temple, that it may be a fit habitation for
His Spirit. The apostle Paul gives us this
admonition: 'Ye are not your own; for ye
are bought with a price; therefore glorifY
God in your body, and in your spirit,
which are God's.' I Corinthians 6:19-20.
All should be very careful to preserve the
body in the best condition of health, that
they may render to God perfect service
and do their duty in the family and in
society." Counsels on Health. 121.

Increase Spiritual Discernment
"There is work for us to do-stem,

earnest work. All our habits, tastes, and
inclinations must be educated in harmony
with the laws of life and health. By this
means we may secure the very best
physical conditions, and have mental
clearness to discern between the evil and
the good." Christian Temperance and
Bible Hygiene, 25.

To Aid in Sanctification
"Our heavenly Father sent the light of

health refonn to guard against the evils
resulting from a debased appetite, that
those who love purity and holiness may
know how to use with discretion the good
things He has provided for them, and that
by exercising temperance in daily life,
they may be sanctified through the truth."
Counsels on Health, 121.

To Identify God's Servants
"Let those who are teachers and lead-

ers in our cause take their stand firmly on
Bible ground in regard to health refonn
and give a straight testimony to those who
believe we are living in the last days of
this earth's history. A line of distinction
must be drawn between those who serve
God and those who serve themselves.
Testimonies, vol. 9, 158.

To Help Restore the Divine Image
"God desires us to reach the standard

of perfection made possible for us by the
gift of Christ. He calls upon us to make
our choice on the right side, to connect
with heavenly agencies, to adopt princi-
ples that will restore in us the divine
image. In His wrineo Word and in the
great book of nature He has revealed the
principles of life. It is our work to obtain a

Continued on 27
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TheMessage to Laodiceans
rich, and increased with goods, and have
need ofnothing; and knowest not that thou
art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and
blind, and naked.' Revelation 3:17. Here is
represented a people who pride themselves
in their possession of spiritual knowledge
and advantages. But they have not re-
sponded to the unmerited blessings that
God has bestowed upon them. They have
been full of rebellion, ingratitude, and for-
getfulness of God; and still He has dealt
with them as a loving, forgiving father deals
with an ungrateful, wayward son. They
have resisted His grace, abused His privi-
leges, slighted His opportunities, and have
been satisfied to sink down in contentment,
in lamentable ingratitude, hollow formal-
ism, and hypocritieal insincerity. With
pharisaic pride they have vaunted them-
selves till it has been said of them, 'Thou
sayest, 1am rich, and increased with goods,
and have need ofnothing. '
"Has not the Lord Jesus sent message

after message of rebuke, of warning, of
entreaty to these self-satisfied ones? Have
not His counsels been despised and re-
jected? Have not His delegated messengers
been treated with scom, and their words
been received as idle tales? Christ sees that

WiST is the message to the
Laodicean Church? It is the fi-
nal pleadings of a merciful Re-

deemer to a callous and impenitent peo-
ple. Laodicea is the last church, the last
generation living when maokind's proba-
tionary time reaches its end.

This generation has the privilege to
witness the closing events in the great
controversy that has been centered here
on Planet Earth for six thousand years.
The universal drama concerning God's
character has reached the point where the
curtain is soon to come down on the final
act. The part we play depends on how we
choose to receive this final message to
Laodicea.

How does God view the Seventh-day
Adventist people, as symbolized by the
Laodiceans ofRevelation 3: 15-17?
"I know thy works, that thou art neither

cold nor hot: 1would thou wert cold or hot.
So then because thou art lukewarm, and
neither cold nor hot, 1will spue thee out of
my mouth. Because thou sayest, 1 am rich,
and increased with goods, and have need of
nothing; and knowest not that thou art
wretched, and miserable, and poor, and
blind, and naked."

Ellen White enlarges upon this hibli-
cal view of how God views Seventh-day
Adventists:
"We thaole the Lord with all the heart

that we have precious light to present
before the people, and we rejoice that we
have a message for this time which is
present truth. The tidings that Christ is our
righteousness has brought relief to many,
many souls, and God says to His people,
'Go forward.' The message to the
Laodicean church is applicable to our
condition. How plainly is pictured the
position of those who think they have all
the truth, who take pride in their knowl-
edge ofthe Word ofGod, while its sancti-
fying power has not been felt in their
lives! The fervor of the love of God is
wanting in their hearts, but it is this very
fervor of love that makes God's people
the light of the world.
"The True Witness says of a cold,

lifeless, Christless church, 'I know thy
works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: 1
would thou wert cold or hot. So then
because thou art lukewarm, and neither
cold nor hot, 1 will spue thee out of my
mouth.' Revelation 3:15-16. Mark the fol-
lowing words: 'Because thou sayest, 1 am
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I n this tragic condition, Jesus cannot take upthe names ofthose who must have their
names presented before the Father if they
are to be accounted worthy of etemallife.

which man does not see. He sees the sins
which, if not repented of, will exhaust the
patience of a longsuffering God. Christ
cannot take up the names of those who are
satisfied in their own self-sufficiency. He
cannot importune in behalfofa people who
feel no need ofHis help, who claim to know
and possess everything.
"The great Redeemer represents Him-

self as a heavenly merchantman, laden
with riches, calling from house to house,
presenting His priceless goods, and say-
ing, 'I counsel thee to buy ofme gold tried
in the fire, that thou mayest be rich; and
white raiment, that thou mayest be
clothed, and that the shame of thy naked-
ness do not appear; and anoint thine eyes
with eyesalve, that thou mayest see. As
many as 1 love, 1 rebuke and chasten: be
zealous therefore, and repent. Behold, 1
stand at the door, and knock: if any man
hear my v'lice, and open the door, 1will
come in to him, and will sup with him,
and he with me.' Revelation 3:18-20."
SelectedMessages, book 1,357-358.
"The message to the church of the

Laodiceans is a startling denunciation,
and is applicable to the people of God at
the present time.
"The Lord here shows us that the

message to be borne to His people by
ministers whom He has called to warn the
people is not a peace-and-safety message.
I! is not merely theoretical, but practical in
every particular. The people of God are
represented in the message to the
Laodiceans as in a position of carnal
security. They are at ease, believing them-
selves to be in an exalted condition of
spiritual attainments. 'Because thou
sayes!, 1 am rich, and increased with
goods, and have need of nothing; and
knowest not that thou art wretched, and
miserable, and poor, and blind, and na-
ked.'
"What greater deception can come

upon human minds than a confidence that
they are right when they are all wrong!
The message ofthe TrueWitness finds the
people of God in a sad deception, yet
honest in that deception. They know not
that their condition is deplorable in the
sight of God. While those addressed are
flattering themselves that they are in an
exalted spiritual condition, the message of
the True Witness breaks their security by
the startling denunciation of their true
condition of spiritual blindness, poverty,
and wretchedness. The testimony, so cut-
ting and severe, cannot be a mistake, for it
is the True Witness who speaks, and His
testimony must be correct.

"I! is difficult for those who feel
secure in their attairnnents, and who be-
lieve themselves to be rich in spiritual
knowledge, to receive the message which
declares that they are deceived and in
need of every spiritual grace. The un-
sanctified heart is 'deceitful above all
things, and desperately wicked.' 1 was
shown that many are flattering them-
selves that they are good Christians, who
have not a ray of light from Jesus. They
have not a living experience for them-
selves in the divine life. They need a deep

and thorough work of self-abasement be-
fore God before they will feel their true
need of earnest, persevering effort to
secure the precious graces of the Spirit."
Testimonies, vol. 3,252-253.
"I have been shown that the greatest

reason why the people of God are now
found in this state of spiritual blindness is
that they will not receive correction.
Many have despised the reproofs and
warnings given them. The True Witness
condemns the lukewarm condition of the
people of God, which gives Satan great
power over them in this waiting, watching
time. The selfish, the proud, and the lov-
ers of sin are ever assailed with doubts.
Satan has ability to suggest doubts and to
devise objections to the pointed testimony
that God sends, and many think it a virtue,
a mark of intelligence in them, to be
unbelieving and to question and quibble.
Those who desire to doubt will have
plenty of room. God does not propose to
remove all occasion for unbelief. He gives
evidence, which must be carefully investi-
gated with a humble mind and a teachable
spirit, and all should decide from the
weight ofevidence." Ibid., 255.

The inspired testimony tells us we are
deceived about our true standing with
God. We believe we are all right when we
are all wrong. The message to the
Laodicean church is designed to awaken
us to our true spiritual condition ofcarnal
security. God sends this straight testi-
mony to the Seventh-day Adventist

Church at this final hour ofprobation as a
last attempt to redeem those who are on
the verge ofbeing rejected from the judg-
ment process that is fast ending in the
heavenly sanctuary above.

The spiritual blindness symbolized in
this special message reveals that we are full
of rebellion, ingratitude, and forgetfulness
ofGod. We are guilty ofresisting His grace,
and disregarding the privileges offered by
God, while surrounding ourselves in hol-
low formalism, and hypocritical insincer-
ity. With the pride of the Pharisees we

count our statistics before the world and the
church.

We have refused to accept the rebukes
and warnings given through the Spirit of
Prophecy. We have rejected His delegated
messenger and treated the messages she
delivered with scorn, as if they are idle
tales. In this tragic condition, Jesus cannot
take up the names ofthose who must have
their names presented before the Father if
they are to be accounted worthy ofeternal
life. In their carnal stupor they do not
realize that time is running out.

"The restraining Spirit of God is
even now being withdrawn from the
world. Hurricanes, storms, tempests, fIre
and flood, disasters by sea and land,
follow each other in quick succession.
Science seeks to explain all these. The
signs thickening around us, telling of the
near approach of the Son of God, are
attributed to any other than the true
cause. Men cannot discern the sentinel
angels restraining the four winds that
they shall not blow until the servants of
God are sealed; but when God shall bid
His angels loose the winds, there will be
such a scene of strife as no pen can
picture.

"Could the curtain be rolled bacle,
could you discern the purposes of God
and the judgments that are about to fall
upon a doomed world, could you see
your own attitude, you would fear and
tremble for your own souls and for the
souls of your fellow men. Earnest

October 1994 Our Firm Foundation 21



prayers of heart-rending anguish would
go up to heaven. You would weep be-
tween the porch and the altar, confessing
your spiritual blindness and blackslid-
ing." Testimonies, vol. 6, 408.
"Men are in peril. Multitudes are per-

ishing. But how few of the professed fol-
lowers of Christ are burdened for these
souls! The destiny ofa world hangs in the
balance; but this hardly moves even
those who claim to believe the most
far-reaching truth ever given to mortals.
There is a lack of that love which led
Christ to leave His heavenly home and
take man's nature that humanity might
touch humanity and draw humanity to
divinity. There is a stupor, a paralysis,
upon the people ofGod, which prevents
them from understanding the duty of the
hour. ...
"The professed followers of Christ

are on trial before the heavenly uni-
verse; but the coldness of their zeal and
the feebleness of their efforts in God's
service mark them as unfaithful. Ifwhat
they are doing were the best they could
do, condemnation would not rest upon
them; but were their bearts enlisted in
the work, they could do much more.
They know and the world knows that
they have to a great degree lost the spirit
of self-denial and cross bearing. Many
there are against whose names will be
found written in the hooks of heaven, Not
producers, but consumers. By many who
bear Christ's name, His glory is obscured,
His beauty veiled, His honor withheld.

"'There are many whose names are on
the church books, but who are not under
Christ's rule. They are not heeding His
instruction or doing His work. Therefore
they are under the control of the enemy.
They are doing no positive good; therefore
they are doing incalculable harm. Because
their influence is not a savor oflife unto life,
it is a savor ofdeath unto death.
"The Lord says, 'Shall I not visit for

these things?' Jeremiah 5:9. Because they
failed of fulfilling God's purpose, the
children of Israel were set aside, and
God's call was extended to other peoples.
If these too prove unfaithful, will they not
in like manner be rejected?" Christ's
Object Lessons, 303-304.

The Seventh-day Adventist Church
is on trial before the universe. The spew-
ing out of the mouth of God is a time
when Christ eannot longer offer up the
prayers of those who are satisfied in
their carnal Laodicean condition. Jesus
said" Many are ealled, but few are cho-
sen." Matthew 22: 14.

22 Our Firm Foundation October 1994

Will God reject the Seventh-day Ad-
ventist Church beeause of her miserable
spiritual bankruptcy? No, He will not
reject the church; He will purifY it unto
Himself.
The shaking will soon reveal a puri-

fied people ready for the experience ofthe
latter rain. The second Pentecost, so long

/.,

prayed for, will come with power to raise
the third angel's message to the loud cry.
It will come to all God's faithful, loyal,
and obedient people.

The loud ery message is the third
angel's message, which is energized by
the power of the Holy Spirit. It is the
experience ofjustification and sanctifica-
tion. It is the demonstration of the right-
eousness of Jesus lived out in the lives of
God's people through the faith that works
by love. It is the heart of the Seventh-day
Adventist experience and message:

"Christ and His righteousness-let
this be our platform, the very life of our
faith." Review and Herald, August 31,
1905.

.. Several have written to mc, inquiring
if the message ofjustifieation by faith is the
third angel's message, and I have answered,
'It is the third angel's message in verity.' II
Ibid., April I, 1890.

.. This message was to bring more
prominently before the world the uplifted
Saviour, the sacrifice for the sins of the
whole world. It presented justification
through faith in the Surety; it invited the
people to receive the righteousness of
Christ, whieh is made manifest in obedi-
ence to all the commandments of God.
Many had lost sight ofJesus. They needed
to have their eyes directed to His divine

person, His merits, and His changeless
love for the human family. All power is
given into His hands, that He may dis-
pense rich gifts unto men, imparting the
priceless gift of His own righteousness to
the helpless human agent. This is the
message that God commanded to be given
to the world. It is the third angel's mes-
sage, which is to be proclaimed with a

\

loud voice, and attended with the out-
pouring ofHis Spirit in a large measure.

"When the third angel's message is
preached as it should be, power attends
its proclamation, and it becomes an
abiding influence. It must be attended
with divine power, or it will accomplish
nothing." Evangelism, 190--192.
. "Ministers are to present Christ in
His fulness both in the churches and in
new fields, that the hearers may have an
intelligent faith. The people must be
instructed that Christ is unto them salva-
tion and righteousness. It is Satan's
studied purpose to keep souls from be-
lieving in Christ as their only hope; for
the blood of Christ that c1eanseth from
all sin is efficacious in behalf of those
only who believe in its merit." Gospel
Workers, 162.
This special message for the time,

our time, is to make a great demonstration
of the Holy Spirit's power just before the
close ofour probation;

UThe theme of greatest importance is
the third angel's message, embracing the
message of the first and second angels.
All should understand the truths contained
in these messages and demonstrate them
in daily life, for this is essential to salva-
tion. We shall have to study earnestly,
prayerfully, in order to understand these
grand truths; and our power to learn and
comprehend will be taxed to the utmost."
Evangelism, 196.

We must buy of Jesus gold tried in the
fire. What is that gold?

U Again and again has the voice from
heaven addressed you. Will you obey this
voice? Will you heed the counsel of the
True Witness to seek the gold tried in the
fire, the white raiment, and the eyesalve?
The gold is faith and love, the white
raiment is the righteousness of Christ, the
eyesalve is that spiritual diseernment
which will enable you to see the wiles of
Satan and shun them, to detect sin and
abhor it, to see truth and obey it.
"My brethren, you are disregarding

the most sacred claims of God by your
neglect to consecrate yourselves and your
children to Him. Many of you are repos-
ing in false security, absorbed in selfish



interests, and attracted by earthly treas-
ures. You fear no evil. Danger seems a
great way off. You will be deceived,
deluded, to your eternal ruin unless you
arouse and with penitence and deep hu-
miliation return unto the Lord." Testimo-
nies, vol. 5, 233.

God's will is unrecognized in the car-
nal security of the Laodicean condition.
The divine remedy for the Laodicean con-
dition is not accepted, for it is not recog-
nized as a necessity.

Friends, let us buy while the heavenly
merchant is selling. Let us surrender our
lives and wills to God each day that we
may be able to respond to all of life's
problems as did Jesus. We must, if we are
to be found worthy. We may, if we but
accept the conditions. We will, if we will
surrender our wills to Him.

Remember that those who "live godly
in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution."
2 Timothy 3: 12. ·!be persecution will come
from both within the church and in the
world. God's purified people will be over-
comers, characterized as weeping over the
sins in the church and in the world. His
people will develop the same perception
and hatred of sin that Christ has. They will
overcome sin in their own lives; they will
renounce sin in the world, and they will
mourn over the sins in their church.

"The crisis is fast approaching. The
rapidly swelling figures show that the time

for God's visitation has about come. Al-
though loath to punish, nevertheless He
will punish, and that speedily. Those who
walk in the light will see signs of the
approaching peril; but they are not to sit in
quiet, unconcerned expectancy of the ruin,
comforting themselves with the belief that
God will shelter His people in the day of
visitation. Far from it. They should realize
that it is their duty to labor diligently to save
others, looking with strong faith to God for
help. 'The effectual fervent prayer of a
righteous man availeth much.'
"The leaven of godliness has not en-

tirely lost its power. At the time when the
danger and depression of the church are
greatest, the little company who are stand-
ing in the light will be sighing and crying
for the abominations that are done in the
land. But more especially will their
prayers arise in behalf of the church be-
cause its members are doing after the
manner ofthe world." Testimonies, vol. 5,
209-210. See Selected Messages, book I,
122; Testimonies, vol. 5, 477; Matthew
10: 16-18; Christ's Object Lessans, 304-
305; The Desire afAges, 610-612.

The prophet of the Lord reveals that
our beloved church will follow the same
road of apostasy as did the church in
Christ's day. What tragedy!
"We want to understand the time in

which we live. We do not hal f understand
it. We do no half take it in. My heart

trembles in me when I think ofwhat a foe
we have to meet, and how poorly we are
prepared to meet him. The trials of the
children of Israel, and their attitude just
before the first coming of Christ, bave
been presented before me again and again
to illustrate the position of the people of
God in their experience before the second
coming of Christ-how the enemy
sought every occasion to take control of
the minds of the Jews, and today he is
seeking to blind the minds of God's
servants, that they may not be able to
discern the precious truth." Selected
Messages, book 1,406. See Testimonies,
vol. 5,75-76, 190,217.

Now is the time that the straight testi-
mony is to live. By the power of the Holy
Spirit, now is the time that the truth is to
live in our lives and in the church.

" And that, knowing the time, that now
it is high time to awake out of sleep: for
now is our salvation nearer than when we
believed. The night is far spent, the day is
at hand: let us therefore cast off the works
of darkness, and let us put on the armour
of light. Let us walk honestly, as in the
day; not in rioting and drunkenness, not in
chambering and wantonness, not in strife
and envying. But put ye on the Lord Jesus
Christ, and make not provision for the
flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof." Romans
13:11-14.0

»> New Book«<
Adventism's New View
by Jeff Pippenger

This book concisely delineates
the theological foundations of Jack
Sequeira and the 1888 Message
Study Committee and asks the
questions the Study Committee re-
fuses to answer about their theo-
logical positions. It brings to light
the original message of 1888,
showing how it is still being re-
sisted, and how this resistance is
being disguised in the most decep-
tive form to date. This book is a
must read for all Adventists con-

cerned about the many winds of doctrine now
blowing through Adventism. Only U.S. S3.50.

The Great Second Advent Movement
by J. N. Loughborough

"The experience of William Miller and his associates, of
Captain Joseph Bates, and of other pioneers in the Advent
message, should be kept before our people.
Elder Loughborough's book should receive
attention." Counsels to Writers and Editors, 145.

Relive J. N. Loughborough's eyewitness
account of the Seventh-day Adventist
Church's founding story as related in The
Great Second Advent Movement. This book
gives the spiritual roots of God's remnant
church. Does Bible prophecy foretell the for-
mation of a unique end-time church? Does our
church have a special message to prepare the
world for Christ's coming? Why has this book,
published in 1905, been reprinted? Surprising
answers to these questions are found within the pages of this
classic publication. 573 pages. Only U.S. SI5.00.

( Please add $1.50 for shipping or 10% of the total, whichever is greater. Washington residents please add 7.6% sales tax. )
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identified and heralded the Messiah; John
the revelator witnessed and proclaimed the
story of Calvary; and Paul witnessed the
stoning of Stephen and was later ordained
as the apostle to the Gentiles.
"And he said unto me, Unto two thou-

sand and three hundred days; then shall the
sanctuary be cleansed" Daniel 8:14.
October 22, 1844, was the very day

the prophecy ofDaniel 8:14 came to pass.
On this day God raised up a remnant
people whose work was centered and
founded upon the message contained
within the prophecy. The cleansing of the
sanctuary became present truth to this
remnant ofpeople.

As is always true for this type of time
prophecy, the Lord established the pro-
phetic office within the remnant people.
Ellen White was raised up to do a work
directly relating to the cleansing of the
sanctuary in heaven. Her work was in-
separable from the message contained in
the prophecy. She recognized the message
ofDaniel 8:14, as present truth:
"There are many precious truths con-

tained in the Word ofGod, but it is 'present
truth' that the flock needs now. I have seen
the danger of the messengers running off
from the important points ofpresent truth,
to dwell upon subjects that are not calcu-
lated to unite the flock and sanctifY the soul.
Satan will here take every possible advan-
tage to injure the cause.
"But such subjects as the sanctuary, in

connection with the 2300 days, the com-
mandments of God and the faith of Jesus,
are perfectly calculated to explain the past
Advent movement and show what our
present position is, establish the faith ofthe

PROPHECIES of the Bible having a the message connected with the prophecy doubting, and give certainty to the glorious
condition of time and containing a as present truth unto themselves. Noah's future. These, I have frequently seen, were
message needing to be received and family and others helped build the ark; the the principal subjects onwhich the messen-

acted upon by God's people always mani- children of Israel left Egypt with Moses; gers sbould dwell." Early Writings, 63.
fest certain characteristics as consistent as many left Babylon to rebuild Jerusalem; She recognized also that present truth
God Himself. John's disciples were there to herald the always brings a test:
The time element in these prophecies Messiah; the Christian church sprang "Special truths have been adapted to

is always fulfllied exactly on schedule. from the cross; and the death of Stephen the conditions of the generations as they
Noah entered the ark after one hundred began a work for the Gentiles that spread have existed. The present truth, which is a
and twenty years ofprobation; Moses left throughout the entire world. test to the people of this generation, was
Egypt on the selfsame day as prophesied A third unfailing characteristic of this not a test to the people of generations far
by Abraham; the Jews returned after the type ofprophecy is the manifestation ofthe back. If the light which now shines upon
seventy years prophesied by Jeremiah; Spirit of Prophecy. God used the prophet us in regard to the Sahbath of the fourth
Jesus proclaimed the time had been ful- raised up in connection with this type of commandment had been given to the gen-
filled after His baptism; Christ was cruci- prophecy to build up and support the mes- erations in the past, God would have held
fied in the midst ofthe week; and Stephen sage contained within the prophecy. Noah them accountable for that light.
was stoned at the end of the four hundred supplied information and direction in pre- "When the temple ofGod was opened
and ninety years. paring an ark; Moses was used in connec- in heaven, John saw in holy vision a class
A second characteristic of time tion with Abraham's prophecy ofthe deliv- of people whose attention was arrested

prophecies with messages specifically for erance of God's people; Haggai and and who were looking with reverential
God's people is the development of a Zacliariah were raised up to help in the awe at the ark, which contained the law of
remnant who recognize the prophecy and restoration of Jerusalem; John the Baptist God. The special test upon the fourth
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B ut the probation of those who choose to
live a life of sin, and neglect the great

salvation offered, closes when Christ's
ministration ceases just previous to His
appearing in the clouds ofheaven.

commandment did not come until after
the temple of God was opened in
heaven." Testimonies, vol. 2, 693.

Ellen White presented the truth of the
heavenly sanctuary as the reference for all
testing truths which would be confronted
bymankind in the last time period ofearth's
history. One such test is for the world:
"But the Lord gave me a view of the

heavenly sanctuary. The temple of God
was opened in heaven, and I was shown
the ark of God covered with the mercy
seat. Two angels stood, one at each end of
the ark, with their wings spread over the
mercy seat, and their faces turned toward
it. My accompanying angel informed me
that these represented all the heavenly
host looking with reverential awe toward
the holy law which had been written by
the finger of God. Jesus raised the cover
of the ark, and I beheld the tables of stone
on which the Ten Commandments were
written. I was arnazed as I saw the fourth
commandment in the very center of the
ten precepts, with a soft halo of light
encircling it. Said the angel: 'It is the only
one of the ten which defines the living
God who created the heavens and the
earth and all things that are therein. When
the foundations of the earth were laid,
then was laid the foundation of the Sab-
bath also.' " Testimonies, vol. 1, 76.

Not only did Ellen White identify the
Sabbath issue as a test for the entire world,
but she presented still another test directly
connected with the sanctuary:

"Then a cloudy chariot, with wheels
like flaming fire, surrounded by angels,
carne to where Jesus was. He stepped into
the chariot and was borne to the holiest,
where the Father sat. There I beheld Jesus,
a great High Priest, standing before the
Father. On the bem of His garment was a
bell and a pomegranate, a bell and a pome-
granate. Those who rose up with Jesus
would send up their faith to Him in the
holiest, and pray, 'My Father, give us Thy
Spirit.' Then Jesus would breathe upon
them the Holy Ghost. In that breath was
light, power, and much love,joy, and peace.
"I turned to look at the company who

were still bowed before the thmne; they did
not know that Jesus had left it. Satan
appeared to be by the thmne, tlying to carry
on the work ofGod. I saw them look up to
the thmne, and pray, 'Father, give us Thy
Spirit.' Satan would then breathe upon them
an unholy influence; in it there was light and
much power, but no sweet love, joy, and
peace. Satan's object was to keep them de-
ceived and to draw back and deceive God's
children." Early Writings, 55--56.

Those who profess to be Christians
must follow Christ into the Most Holy
Place or remain spiritually in the holy
place. The sanctuary was to be a test for
Christianity. Ellen White even narrowed
the sanctuary testing further when she
elaborated on the necessity of having a
corresponding experience of soul cleans-
ing beyond a mere intellectual acknowl-
edgment that Christ was in the Most Holy
Place:

"Now Christ is in the heavenly sanctu-
ary. And what is He doing? Making atone-
ment for us, cleansing the sanctuary from
the sins of the people. Then we must enter

by faith into the sanctuary with Him, we
must COmmence the work in the sanctuary
of our souls. We are to cleanse ourselves
from all defllement." J888Materials, 127.

The Sabbath is sustained by the sanctu-
ary truth and will soon become the testing
question for the entire world. Professed
Christians are tested as to whether they will
receive the sanctuary truth identifying the
location and work of Christ within the
sanctuary. Then, those Christians who rec-
ognize that Christ is doing a work of
judgment must personally enter into that
cleansing, or they will fail this third test.

The insight provided on the sanctuary
message thmugh Ellen White is extensive
and profound. Beyond presenting the sanc-
tuary as a test question, she addressed the
time period which this cleansing would
cover and the ramifications connected with
the close ofthe work:
"Many entertain the view that proba-

tion is granted after Jesus leaves His work
as Mediator in the Most Holy Apartment.
This is the sophistly of Satan. God tests
and proves the world by the light which
He is pleased to give them previous to the
coming of Christ. Characters are then
formed for life or death. But the probation
of those who choose to live a life of sin,
and neglect the great salvation offered,
closes when Christ's ministration ceases
just previous to His appearing in the
clouds of heaven." Testimonies, vol. 2,
691.

In connection with the close of proba-
tion Ellen White spoke extensively on the
need ofovercoming all sin before the work
of cleansing the sanctuary was finished.
Her focus on the sanctuary message opened
many insights into the science of salvation
including such topics as justification, sanc-
tification, sin and its nature, the law ofGod,
the atonement, and the incarnation and
nature ofChrist. All ofthese great truths she
presented as having a direct relationship to
the message ofthe sanctuary:

"The subject of the sanctuary was the
key which unlocked the mystery of the
disappointment of 1844. It opened to view

a complete system of truth, connected and
harmonious, showing that God's hand had
directed the great Advent movement and
revealing present duty as it brought to light
the position and work of His people." The
Great Controversy, 423.

The Spirit of Prophecy was raised up
to strengthen and support the work con-
nected with the message ofDaniel 8: 14. It
addressed every aspect of this message
and movement. The ministly of Ellen
White is rooted in, and springs forth from,
the message of the cleansing of the heav-
enly sanctuary. Ellen White understood
the importance of the sanctuary message.
"The correct understanding ofthe min-

istration in the heavenly sanctuary is the
foundation ofour faith." Evangelism, 221.

She also recognized that this under-
standing would be the focus of Satan's
attacks:
"Our faith in reference to the messages

of the fIrst, second, and third angels was
correct. The great waymarks we have
passed are immovable. Although the hosts
of hell may tly to tear them from their
foundation, and triumph in the thought that
they have succeeded, yet they do not suc-
ceed. These pillars oftruth stand fIrm as the
eternal hills, unmoved by all the efforts of
men combined with those of Satan and his
bost. We can learn much, and should be
constantly searching the Scriptures to see if
these things are so. God's people are now to
have their eyes fuced on the heavenly sanc-
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Within the symbology ofthe Bible, the
last-day prophet is identified in a way

that precludes removing her work from the
Laodicean message.

tuary, where the final ministration of our
great High Priest in the work of the judg-
ment is going forward-where He is inter-
ceding for His people." Ibid., 223.

"Satan will use his best plans to lead
souls to bring in some new theories, some
strange, fanciful ideas. These souls will try
to substantiate false doctrines, and they will
take texts ofScripture and misapply them in
order to make their doctrines appear as
truth. The theories that Elder Ballenger
advocated, which remove the sanctuary
truth, are just such as the enemy would
bring in as matters of the ulJnost impor-
tance, to shake us from our foundation of
faith." Manuscript Release, No. 760, 21.

Ellen White provided information re-
lating to church organization, educational
work, missionary work, health work, pub-
lishing work, and more; but all this infor-
mation was given in connection with
God's people experiencing and proclaim-
ing the message of the cleansing of the
heavenly sanctuary.

The primary purpose of Ellen White's
ministry was to illuminate the message of
Daniel 8:14. Because of this fact, any
attempt to separate the Spirit of Prophecy
from the sanctuary truth is impossible.
Satan himself understands this connection,
for his fmal attack against the bringing of
the gospel message to a dying world is not
a direct attack against the cleansing of the
sanctuary, but against the Spirit ofProphecy:

•. Satan is ... constantly pressing in
the spurious-to lead away from the
truth. The very last deception of Satan
will be to make of none effect the testi-
mony of the Spirit of God. 'Where there
is no vision, the people perish.' Proverbs
29:18. Satan will work ingeniously, in
different ways and through different
agencies, to unsettle the confidence of
God's remnant people in the true testi-
mony." Selected Messages, book 1,48.

To nullitY or destroy the Spirit of
Prophecy is to nullitY or destroy the sanc-
tuary message, for they are inseparably
linked. The sanctuary truth is expressed in
many varied ways in the inspired record.
These various messages are the same truth
stated in different ways in order to illumi-
nate different aspects ofGod's final warn-
ing message. Mrs. White ties together the
sanctuary message, the three angels' mes-
sages, the loud cry message, the 1888
message, and the Laodicean message:

" As the ministration of Jesus closed in
the holy place, and He passed into the
Holiest, and stood before the ark containing
the law of God, He sent another mighty
angel with a third message to the world. A

parchment was placed in the angel's hand,
and as he descended to the earth in power
and majesty, he proclaimed a fearful warn-
ing, with the most terrible threatening ever
borne to man. This message was designed
to put the children ofGod upon their guard,
by showing them the hour of temptation
and anguish that was before them. Said the
angel, 'They will be brought into close
combat with the beast and his image. Their
only hope of eternal life is to remain
steadfast. Although their lives are at stake,
they must holf! fast the truth.' The third
angel closes his message thus: 'Here is the
patience of the saints: here are they that
keep the commandments of God, and the
faith of Jesus.' Revelation 14:12. As he
repeated these words, he pointed to the
heavenly sanctuary. The minds of all who
embrace this message are directed to the
Most Holy Place, where Jesus stands before
the ark,making His final intercession for all
those for whom mercy still lingers and for
those who have ignorantly broken the law
ofGod." Early Writings, 254.
"The Lord in His great mercy sent a

most precious message to His people
through Elders Waggoner and Jones....
This is the message that God commanded
to be given to the world. It is the third
angel's message, which is to be pro-
claimed with a loud voice, and attended

with the outpouring ofHis Spirit in a large
measure." Testimonies to Ministers, 91-
92.

"The message given us by A. T. Jones,
and E. J. Waggoner is the message ofGod
to the Laodicean church, and woe be unto
anyone who professes to believe the truth
and yet does not reflect to others the God-
given rays." 1888 Materials, 1052.

We have already seen that Satan's final
attack against the sanctuary truth is an
attempted attack against the Spirit of
Prophecy. Those who will be spewed outof
Christ's mouth for refusing to accept the
divine remedies offered to Laodicea will
have rejected the Spirit of Prophecy along
with the divine remedies. Since 1857, we as

a people have been bidden to receive the
divine remedies of eyesalve, gold tried in
the fire, and the white raiment:

"Dear Brethren and Sisters: The Lord
has shown me in vision some things con-
cerning the church in its present lukewarm
state, which I will relate to you. The church
was presented before me in vision. Said the
angel to the church: 'Jesus speaks to thee,
"Be zealous and repent." , This work, I
saw, should be taken hold of in earnest. ...

"Heed the counsel ofthe True Witness.
Buy gold tried in the flre, that thou mayest
be rich, white raiment that thou mayest be
clothed, and eyesalve that thou mayest see.
Make some effon. These precious treasures
will not drop upon us without some exer-
tion on our pan. We must buy-'be zealous
and repent' ofour lukewarm state. We must
be awake to see our wrongs, to search for
our sins, and to zealously repent of them."
Testimonies, vol. I, 141-142.

Not to accept the threefold message
offered by Christ is to reject the Spirit of
Prophecy in at least two ways. The first of
which is that as Christ portrays Himself as
standing at the door of our hearts pleading
for entrance, He also infonns us that He
speaks to us through the Spirit ofProphecy:

"In ancient times God spoke to men
by the mouth of prophets and apostles. In
these days He speaks to them by the

Testimonies of His Spirit. There was
never a time when God instructed His
people more earnestly than He instructs
them now concerning His will, and the
course that He would have them pursue."
Evangelism, 255-256.

Christ associates Himself with the mes-
sages contained within the Spirit of Proph-
ecy. The most earnest words to come to
Seventh-day Adventists is the counsel to the
Laodicean Church, and we can rest assured
that as Christ represents Himsel f as pleading
with blind, self-deceived Laodiceans, He
symbolically is knocking at the door of their
heans through the Spirit ofProphecy.
We may view the counsel to Laodicea

as specific directions concerning living
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faith, spiritual and Christ's
righteousness, but to remove Ellen White
from these remedies is to fulfill Satan's
last attack:
"The very last deception of Satan will

be to make ofnone effect the testimony of
the Spirit of God." Selected Messages,
book 1,48.
Not only can we draw this conclusion

because we are told that Christ speaks to
us through the Testimonies of His Spirit,
but Christ also encoded a biblical en-
dorsement of the role of the Spirit of
Prophecy within the Laodicean message
itself. Within the symbology of the Bible,
the last-day prophet is identified in a way
that precludes removing her work from
the Laodicean message:
"Now is the time when the Lord is

testing character, weighing moral worth in
the balances of the sanctuary. 0, let us
seek the gold tried in the fire, let us seek
the white raiment of Christ's righteous-
ness, that the shame of our nakedness do
not appear, and anoint our eyes with thc
heavenly eyesalve, that we may discern
the working of God, and not be found
groping our way in blindness." Review
and Herald, July 28, 1891.
The three remedies for Laodicea are

gold tried in the fire, white raiment, and
eyesalve. [n these three remedies Ellen
Gould White is clearly defined. By reject-
ing the prophetic office ofEllen White we
reject these remedies so necessary for our
salvation:
"Thy word is a lamp unto my and

a light unto my path." Psalm 119: 105.
"The eye is the sensitive conscience,

the inner light, of the mind. Upon its
correct view of things the spiritual health-
fulness of the whole soul and being de-
pends. The 'eyesalve,' the Word of God,
makes the conscience smart under its ap-
plication; for it convicts of sin. But the
smarting is necessary that the healing may

follow, and the eye be single to the glory
of God. The sinner, beholding himself in
God's great moral looking glass, sees
himself as God views him, and exercises
repentance toward God and faith toward
our Lord Jesus Christ." Ibid., November
23, 1897.

The eyesalve that we so desperately
need is the Word ofGod, which is a lamp.
The word Ellen means U a torch, or a
bright and shining light." The word
Gould means "gold, or descendant of
gold." The word White means" white."
Within the name of the messenger raised
up to fulfill the prophetic office connected
with the judgment hour message is found

Reasons for Health Reform
Continued from 19

knowledge of these principles, and by
obedience to cooperate with Him in re-
storing health to the body as well as to the
souL" The Ministry ofHealing, I 14-115.

To Help Perfect a People
"Those who have received instruction

regarding the evils of the use of flesh
foods, tea and coffee, and rich and un-
healthful food preparations, and who are
determined to make a covenant with God
by sacrifice, will not continue to indulge
their appetite for food that they know to
be urthealthful. God demands that the
appetites be cleansed, and that self-denial
be practiced in regard to those things
which are not good. This is a work that
will have to be done before His people can
stand before Him a perfected people."
Testimonies, vol. 9,153-156.

A Steppingstone to Heaven
"Said the angel: 'Abstain from fleshly

lusts which war against the soul.' You
have stumbled at the health reform. It

the threefold remedy to Laodicea. If one
rejects this threefold message, he also
rejects or "makes of none effect" the
Spirit ofProphecy.

It is interesting to note that before Ellen
White was married she had the name of
Harmon. Harmon, like Gould, is an English
name and is closely related to the word
harmony. The word Harmon means "a sol-
dier of peace." The history of Ellen Har-
mon's work for the Lord before her call into
the pmphetic office was the history of a
faithful, dedicated soldier ofChrist. Even her
maiden name carries profound implications.

In 1844, the Lord raised up Ellen White
as a prophet to the remnant church in full
agreement with the principles that He al-
ways demonstrates in the fulfillment of
time prophecies. She was raised up to
support the message ofthe cleansing ofthe
heavenly sanctuary. In this respect she also
stands as the messenger to Laodicea. Upon
rejection ofher message a Laodicean stands
or falls. As we seek to experience the
threefold remedy offered to the Laodicean
Church, let us always bear in mind:
"One thing is certain: Those Seventh-

day Adventists who take their stand under
Satan's banner will first give up their faith
in the warnings and reproofs contained in
the Testimonies of God's Spirit." Se-
lected Messages, book 3, 84. 0

appears to you to be a needless appendix
to the truth. It is not so; it is a part of the
truth. Here is a work before you which
will come closer and be more trying than
anything which has yet been brought to
bear upon you. While you hesitate and
stand back, failing to lay hold upon the
blessing which it is your privilege to
receive, you suffer loss. You are stum-
bling over the very blessing which
Heaven has placed in your path to make
your progress less difficult. Satan presents
this before you in the most objectionable
light, that you may combat that which
would prove the greatest benefit to you,
which would be for your physical and
spiritual health." Ibid., vol. 1,546.

AreWe Willing?
"If we move from principle in these

things, ifwe observe strict rules afdiet, if
as Christians we educate our laStes after
God's plan, we shall exert an influence
which will meet the mind of God. The
question is, 'Are we willing to be true
health refonners?'" Counsels on Diet
and Foods, 36. 0
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ment flashed its strong rays in the pathway
of the transgressors of God's law. The
nonimmortality of the wicked is an old
landmark. I can call to mind nothing more
that can come under the head of the old
landmarks." Counsels to /#iters and Edi-
tors, 30-31.

We will discuss four ofthese landmark
doctrines.

1. The cleansing of the sanctuary and
the temple ofGod.

2. The three angels' messages.
3. The Sabbath.
4. The nonimmortality of the soul.
Each pillar of faith is centered upon

our Redeemer, emphasizing the many as-

Ancient Landmarks

SATAN'S scheme to destroy the hu-
man race was devised in isolation
from his angelic following. He

would entrust the formulation to no other
being. Satan "decided that cunning and
deceit would do what might, or force,
could nol." The Story ofRedemption, 29.
The success of Satan's vile plan is re-
corded in divine history.

His methods are no different today. It
is not in the world that Satan's stealth
reaches its zenith, nor even with the Sev-
enth-day Adventist Church in its entirety,
but within that group which consists of
the virgins awaiting Christ's return.

The ten virgins do not represent all
Seventh-day Adventists, for many are in
apostasy and have accepted the liberal
agenda and worldly standards now widely
promoted in the great majority of our col-
leges and preached by a large number of
pastors. Such professed believers are reck-
oned as harlots in God's church. Speaking
ofHis church in the days of Jeremiah, the
Lord stated that "Thou hast played the
harlot with many lovers. . . . Thou hast
polluted the land with thy whoredoms and
with thy wickedness. . . . Thou hadst a
whore's forehead, thou refused to be
ashamed .... Thou hast spoken and done
evil things as thou couldest" Jeremiah
3:1-5. Vk have been advised that the third
chapter ofJeremiah "is a lesson for modem
Israel." The Seventh-day Adventist Bible
Commentary, vol. 4, 1154.

The five foolish virgins are not repre-
sented as harlots. They "are called virgins
because they profess a pure faith." Christ!
Object Lessons, 406. "They have a regard
for the truth, they have advocated the
truth, they are attracted to those who
believe the truth." Ibid., 411. Many stand
staunchly for truth; many regularly attend
self-supporting meetings. They preach at
these meetings; they listen. It is these
faithful souls for whom Satan reserves his
most subtle and varied deceptions.

To protect His flock from these assaults
of the devil, God has established land-
marks. When these landmarks are retained
in the hearts ofGod's people, they prevent
Satan from deceiving the elect, for each
landmark testifies of our Saviour and may
be retained only by a living experience of
an indwelling Holy Spirit

It is upon these landmarks that Satan
has cast his most powerful thrusts. Today
every landmark doctrine is under severe
challenge within God's church.

God has not left us in ignorance con-
ceming the landmarks which are the pil-
lars of our faith. Inspiration has informed

us clearly and precisely what these land-
marks are.

"The passing of the time in 1844 was a
period of great events, opening to our
astonished eyes the cleansing ofthe sanctu-
ary transpiring in heaven, and having de-
cided relation to God's people upon the
earth, [also] the first and second angels'
messages and the third, unfurling the ban-
ner on which was inscribed, 'The com-
mandments ofGod and the faith ofJesus.'
Revelation 14:12. One of the landmarks
under this message was the temple ofGod,
seen by His truth-loving people in heaven,
and the ark containing the law ofGod. The
light ofthe Sabbath ofthe fourth command-
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W e have reached the time when
Seventh-day Adventists are turning from

the fundamentals of our faith in hordes and are
turning "their ears from the truth, and [shall be]
turned unto fables." 2 Timothy 4:4.

pects ofChrist's work for our redemption.
The landmark of the sanctuary highlights
the mediatorial work of our High Priest,
Jesus. The second landmark, the three
angels' messages, upholds the law ofGod,
which is the transcript ofMessiah's char-
acter. It points us to the purity of the faith
and the consequences ofthe acceptance of
Babylonian apostasy. The Sahhath stands
as a mighty testimony to our Creator and
His work of restoration and sanctification
in man, while the fourth landmark points
us to the One who is the Resurrection and
theLife.
Thus the landmarks of the Seventh-

day Adventist Church direct us to Jesus in
His fullness as do the creeds of no other
church in Christendom. There is no other
church which upholds these four funda-
mentals of faith.
Looking to our day, Sister White in-

formed us that "Pride, avarice, selfishness,
and deception of almost every kind are in
the church." Testimonies, vol. 5, 210. The
church here referred to is not the Christian
church in general, for this statement is in the
context of"thosewho have had great light."
Ibid. Manifestly, this statement cannot ap-
ply to the yet-to-be-purified church, for that
will be "without spot and wrinkle and
without blemish." Ephesians 5:27. It ap-
plies to us today, those ofus who believewe
are holding on to the old landmarks. We
have reached the time when Seventh-day
Adventists are turning from the fundamen-
tals of our faith in hordes and are turning
''their ears from the truth, and [shall bel
turned unto fahles." 2 TImothy 4:4.

This is the disgraceful situation which
God's people face on the one hundred and
fiftieth anniversary of Christ's entry into
the Most Holy Place to commence the
judgment determining the destiny ofman-
kind. Every landmark and pillar has been
vigorously attacked, while many ofGod's
people appear unwilling to allow God to
arouse them from their deep Laodicean
coma.

Some men, who accept funding from
the sacred tithe, mount the pulpits of our
churches Sabbath after Sahbath while they
employ massive sledgehammers against the
pillars of the faith. Conference and institu-
tional administrators show themselves to be
totally paralyzed. Few, if any, words of
warning are issued to the flock; few, ifany,
measures are taken to remove from their
sacred trust those who weekly destroy the
landmarks. Such administrators demon-
strate no such impotence or reticence to act
when it comes to launching savage attacks
upon the few men who dare to "cry aloud,

spare not," men who lift up ''theirvoice like
a trumpet and shew my people their trans-
gression, and the house ofJacob their sins."
Isaiah 58: \. In this crisis God has de-
nounced His unfaithful ministry. "The an-
cient men, those to whom God had given
great light and who had stood as guardians
of the spiritual interests of the people, had
betrayed their trust." Testimonies, vol. 5,
21\.
Today the Lord searches throughout

the earth for men who "for Zion's sake"
will not hold their peace and "for Jerusa-
lem's sake ... will not rest, until the right-

eousness thereof go forth as brightness,
and the salvation thereof as a lamp that
burneth." Isaiah 62: \. Such are the men of
the ''very small remnant" (Isaiah I :9) who
will defend the landmarks with every fiber
of their beings. Such are men who "when
the chief Shepherd shall appear .... shall
receive a crown of glory that fadeth not
away." I Peter 5:4. But "there shall be
false teachers among you, who privily
shall bring in damnable heresies." 2 Peter
2: \. It is those who by their cunning
destruction of the landmarks will "bring
upon themselves swift destruction." 2 Pe-
ter 2:\.

The Sanctuary

The sanctuary truth has come under the
most withering attacks. Ministers and theo-
logians blatantly distort the clearest testi-
mony ofinspiration in order to declare that
Christ entered the Most Holy Place of the
heavenly sanctuary in A.D. 3\. Some minis-
ters holding current credentials deny the
two-apartment structure of the heavenly
sanctuary. In 1980, the field secretary of
one division openly declared at an Advent-
ist Forum meeting at Avondale College
that, since the twenty-seven fundamentals
do not specify the number ofapartments in
the heavenly sanctuary, we have no obliga-
tion to believe this matter. Such is the
sophistry of those who would destroy the
landmarks. Seventh-day Adventists have a

genuine creed, ''Every word that pro-
ceedeth out ofthe mouth ofGod." Matthew
4:4. Our creed is emphatic that there is a
two-apartment sanctuary in the heavenly
home.
The reason for the attack on the sanctu-

ary hy ministers content to preach apostasy
is no mystery. These men have accepted
Satan's lie that man cannot obey God's law,
and support this error by declaring that
Christ took an unfallen human nature. But
Inspiration asserts in words that defy mis-
understanding that ''the only begotten Son
of God came to our world as a Man, to

reveal to the world that men could keep the
law of God. Satan, the fallen angel, had
declared that no man could keep the law of
God after the disobedience ofAdam. Man-
uscriptReleases, vol. 5, 112 and vol. 6, 334.
(emphasis supplied.) Two salient facts are
noted here: (1) In God's strength man can
obey God's law, and (2) Christ took our
fallen nature. If He had not done so, He
could never have demonstrated that man
could keep the law of God after the Fall.
This fact is unchallengeable.
The denial of Christ's fallen human

nature distorts the entire gospel and de-
stroys the sanctuary landmark, for Scripture
mandates that Christ would have had no
right to enter into His high-priestly ministry
unless He was made in every respect like
ourselves. "Wherefore in all things it be-
hoved him to be made like unto his breth-
ren, that he might be a merciful and faithful
high priest in things pertaining to God, to
make reconciliation for the sins of the
people." Hebrews 2:17. Thus, all who deny
Christ's fallen human nature are destined to
deny His high-priestly ministry and the
sanctuary doctrine. This conjunction ofer-
rors is rampant in God's church today.

That the fallen human nature ofChrist
is a crucial gospel issue dare not be denied,
for in addition to Christ's high-priestly
ministry, four other central issues in salva-
tion are asserted in Hebrews, chapter two,
as being predicated upon Christ adopting
our fallen nature. These are (I) Christ's
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The Sabbath

The third landmark is the Sabbath.
This bastion of sanctification has been
experientially rejected by the unsanctified
lives of the majority of us. The Sabbath is
the salient presence of truth that Christ is
our Creator and the Creator of the entire
universe. But today many professors in
our colleges and universities have ac-
cepted the preposterous assumptions of
evolution and are insidiously teaching
them to our youth. No wonder that the
Sabbath is now little regarded.

these leaders claim, "so essential to salva-
tion that souls will be lost unless it is
resolved." Issues. 109, published by the
Review & Herald Publishing Association,
1992. The proclamation of such gross
error is a denial of the three angels'
messages landmark. It is no surprise that
our church organizational entities are in-
creasingly eschewing the three angels'

logo, for this message is
spumed in the highest levels of
our church.
Because of administrative

thrusts such as these and the
prevailing lack of sanctity
among God's flock, the most
disgraceful sins are now in our
midst.
"Incest, adultery, theft,

prejudice, murder" shouted an
advertisement in the South-
western [U.S.A.] Union Re-
cord, July 1994. The book ad-
vertised was written by Clifford
Goldstein, editor of Liberty
magazine, and published by the
Pacific Press. It states that these
vile sins are "just a sampling of

the sins found in the pews ofa church that
describes itself as the remnant." Ibid.

Yet today we disfellowship laypeople
who dare to cry out against these sins; we
dismiss denominational workers for simi-
lar anguished protests and we take action
to remove their sacred credentials and
annul their ordinations.

It is time long overdue that we again
confess, as did the General Conference
Annual Council of 1973, that both lead-
ers and laity are living lives of insubordi-
nation to the direct commands of Scrip-
ture. Unless these matters are addressed
both in the ministry and the laity, the
three angels' messages will never be pro-
claimed. And while we continue to si-
lence the voice of reproof, we are
doomed to failure.

flock that believers will be sinning until
Jesus comes to glorify their bodies. What a
denial of the second landmark! While it is
true that Inspiration declares that the major-
ity of Seventh-day Adventists will be sin-
ning until Jesus comes, such will be those
for whom God will declare, "Woe unto you
that desire the day ofthe Lord! to what end
is it for you? the day ofthe Lord is darkness,

and not light." Amos 5: 18. Any denial that
God's power is able to keep us from falling
(Jude 24) is an attack upon the landmark of
the three angels' messages.

Is it any wonder when such sermons are
offered to our people that robbery ofGod in
tithes and offerings has become wide-
spread? If we have no power and no need
to obey God, then we cannot overcome our
avarice, and thus robbery ofGod is inevita-
ble. Ministers who preach these types of
messages are depriving God's church of its
meanS. It is little wonder that immorality is
prevalent in our midst, for we do not
ourselves believe or teach the very heart of
the three angels' messages-{;hrist's power
to give us victory over disobedience to His
law. It is to empower us with the life of
sanctification that Christ died on Calvary.
"But we are bound to give thanks alway to
God for you, brethren beloved of the Lord,
because God hath from the beginning cho-
sen you to salvation through sanctification
ofthe Spirit and beliefofthe truth." 2 Thes-
salonians 2: 13.

The cross of Christ is the very center
of our obedience to His holy law. Yet the
highest administrators of the North
American Division proclaimed through-
out the world that this blood-bought sanc-
tification is "amoot theological issue" and
that this doctrine has "never been settled
among Christians, much less among Sev-
enth-day Adventists." It is not an issue,

death,"Forasmuch then as the children are
partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself
likewise took part of the same." Hebrews
2:14. No being with an unfallen nature has
ever died. (2) Christ could only destroy
Satan and thus cleanse the universe of sin
and sinners if He had taken our nature.
"Forasmuch then as the children are partak-
ers of flesh and blood, he also himself
likewise took part ofthe same; that
through death he might destroy
him that had the power of death,
that is, the deviL" Hebrews 2:14.
(3) The salvation of every person
was dependent upon Christ's tak-
ing our tallen nature. "And deliver
them who through fear of death
were all their lifetime subject to
bondage." Hebrews 2:15-16, and
(4) Christ's capacity to strengthen _
US to resist temptation was made
possible by His taking our fallen
nature. "For in that he himselfhath "
suffered being tempted, he is able
to succour them that are tempted."
Hebrews 2: 18.

With such mighty truths at
stake, is it any wonder that Satan
has devised devastating attacks upon the
sanctuary message and the high-priestly
ministry ofour Lord?

The Three Angels' Messages

Recently, a departmental leader trav-
eled extensively throughout his division
declaring that it was not yet time to preach
the three angels' messages. He expressed
that now is the time to make fiiends with
Christians of other faiths, so that when the
time anives to preach the three angels'
messages, these souls in Babylon will be
inclined to accept the messages from us.

Since the three angels' messages are the
greatest messages ever given to sinners, and
are the last messages of warning, Satan's
attacks upon them are fearsome. He loathes
these messages with an intensity that no
human can perceive. Thus Satan has at-
tacked this landmark from many angles.

The second landmark upholds obedi-
ence to God's law in these last days. "Here
is the patience of the saints: here are they
that keep the commandments of God, and
the faith ofJesus." Revelation 14: 12. Some
of our preachers deliver sermons which
would have church members believe that
God has declared in this last message of
warning, "Here is the patience ofthe saints.
here are they that cannot possibly keep the
commandments ofGod despite having the
faith of Jesus." Such preachers assure the
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Today, surely the call of our Saviour to His
wayward church is "Return, thou

backsliding Israel, saith the Lord; and I will not
cause mine anger to fall upon you: for I am
merciful saith the Lord."

Too often we take our Pathfinders on
weekend camp outs and introduce activities
upon the Sabbath which desecrate God's
holy day. Some youth leaders introduce
them to worldly, popular music, thus failing
to teach them to worship God in the beauty
ofholiness. Unfortunately some cncourage
them to applaud, whistle, stamp their feet,
and cheer in services during the sacred
hours of the Sabbath. It is time as never
before for parents to keep their dear ones by
their sides during the Sabbath day if the
youth activities are inappropriate. No
longer, in some areas ofthe world field, are
boarding academies, earliteen and youth
Sabbath schools, youth church services,
church entenairunent programs, or the chil-
dren and youth services at our camp meet-
ings, safe places for them.

Parents who do not carefully investi-
gate that which is impinging upon their
children during the Sabbath hours deny
their God-ordained duty to their children.

Nonimortalily ofth. Soul

Many will contend that the fourth
pillar of the Seventh-day Adventist faith
remains unchallenged. But is it? Today
spiritualism is rife in our church. We have
adopted worldwide charismatic worship
practices which were designed by the
churches of Babylon. Only a generation
ago we proclaimed that the charismatic
movement brought spiritualism and the
spirit of Satan to the churches which
embraced it. Today, some Seventh-day
Adventist Churches have incorporated
these pagan worship forms into God's
precious church. The General Conference
Ministerial Department even published a
forty-page periodical largely promoting
this spiritualism in our church. See Minis-
try, October 1991. No word of protest was
heard from administrative leaders. If any
protests were uttered, they were spoken in
whispers at a time when the loudest of
warning shouts was required.

The Neuroliguistic Prognunming of
Lab I and 2 have set the stage for the next
step. Ericksonian hypnotism is so subtle
that most refuse to accept that it has been
employed and is being used by some, both
in youth programs and in our college lec-
ture rooms.

As we move further and further into
these spiritualistic techniques, we batter
down the fourth landmark, the state of the
dead.

Our church is now deeply ecumenical.
Not only did we invite the Vatican to send a
Roman Catholic priest representing the

Pontifical College for Christian Unity, to
present greetings from the podium of the
General Conference Session at Indianapolis
in 1990, but we also invited representatives
of other apostate Christian churches, such
as the Bulgarian and the Russian Orthodox
Churches, the Disciples of Christ, the Lu-
therans, the Presbyterians, the World Coun-
cil of Churches, the Seventh-day Baptists,
and others, to bring their greetings.

Our ministers are deeply involved in
ecumenical ministerial associations; we ex-
change pulpits with ministers of apostate
churches. In Sweden, we have adopted an
ecumenical hymn book which uplifts Mary,
the saints, theistic evolution, the immortal-
ity of the soul, and many other unscriptural
doctrines. In parts ofAustralia we join Palm
Sunday and Easter processions; in the
United States we offer to hold pagan Easter
Sunrise Services in our churches; at our
Adventist Book Center located near our
Division headquaters in Australia, we sell
daily devotional reading books by a Jesuit
priest, and a book promoting clown skits to
be used for numerous Roman Catholic
feasts. In our Potomac Adventist Book
Center, we sell christening and confirma-
tion congratulation cards; we join in ecu-

menical prayer sessions for Christian unity,
fully aware that such unity leads only to
Rome. All these matters and many more are
fully documented, and none dare deny
them.

It is this very ecumenical thrust
which is tearing down the ancient land-
marks of God's church. Until this spiri-
tual insanity ceases, we will not com-
plete our God-ordained duty to "build
the old waste places, to raise up the
foundations of many generations, to re-
store the breach." Isaiah 58:12. Only thus
will we repair the fearful damage which
we have done to the ancient landmarks.

Rest assured, our God will have a
people who will follow His commands,
and in His strength, perfectly reslore life,
and proclaim with fidelity every one of
these landmarks.

Today, surely the call ofour Saviour to
His wayward church is "Return, thou back-
sliding Israel, saith the Lord; and I will not
cause mine anger to fall upon you: for I am
merciful saith the Lord, and I will not keep
anger for ever." Jeremiah 3: 12.

What a loving God we serve! He has
given us landmarks that stand as bulwarks
against sin and apostasy.

But God's mercy cannot excuse a will-
fully disobedient church. The entirety of
divine history fully demonstrates such a
fact:

"The Lord will always have a chosen
people to serve Him. When the Jewish
people rejected Christ, the Prince of life,
He took from them the kingdom of God
and gave it unto the Gentiles. God will
continue to work on this principle with
every branch ofHis work. When a church
proves unfaithful to the work of the Lord,
whatever their position may be, however
high and sacred their calling, the Lord can
no longer work with them. Others are then
chosen 10 bear important responsibilities.
But, if these in turn do not purify their
lives from every wrong action, if they do
not establish pure and holy principles in
all their borders, then the Lord will griev-

ously afllict and humble them and, unless
they repent, wiJl remove them from their
place and make them a reproach." The
Upward Look, 13 I.

Today, many believe that loyalty to a
disobedient church organization will save
them. If that belief is true, then we serve a
God who alters His standards. Vel God
does require loyalty to His church, the one
object of His supreme regard. But in order
to be truly loyal to God's church we must
first be loyal to our God, and then we will
automatically be loyal to the church.
Such loyalty will demand the transforma-
tion of our hearts in order that we may
uplift the unchanging landmarks and es-
chew all sin and error and warn of apos-
tasy both in high and low places within
God's church. 0
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Excellent Outreach Publications at
Economical Prices

The Desire ofAges
An 8'tz by II-inch, 48-page magazine

with selected chaptelS from the book with
the same name. Many illustrations. Glossy
paper throughout with a four-rolor cover.
Excellentgift for the Chrisanas season.
Price: 1-10 copies. 1.00 each; II+

copies. 80¢ each; 200+ copies. 50¢, each;
1000+ copies. 36¢ each. -
Bulk mailing price: 48¢ per magazine.

Healthfor Today
Designed to be a "right arm" evangelistic

1001 this 81/2 by 11 32-page magazine
contains practical information by some of
Adventism's leading heallh professionals. It
also presents Ellen White as a health
promoter who was 100 years ahead of her
time.

Hope International
P.O. Box 940
Eatonville, WA 98328

Address Correction Requested

Heralds ofPeace
This 5 by 8-inch book of 105 pages

contains abridged versions of 14ofthe most
important chapters of The Great
Controversy. Similar to The Impending
Conjlia. Four-rolor attractive cover.
Price: 1-10copies. 90¢ each; II+copies.

73¢ each; 200+ copies. 45¢ each; 1000+
copies. 32¢ each.
Bulk mailing price: 42¢ per book.

Shipping and Handling
Information

To the U.S. and Its Protectomtes:
Send U.S. $1.50. or lOCk of the

tolal cost of the order. whichever is
greater. Inquire regarding Air Mail
delivery. Inquire regarding shipping
to foreign countries other than to the
U. S. protectorates.

Sales tax: Residents of
Washington State please add 7.60/c.
Bulk mailing: P,ices include the

cost of the publication. preparation for
muiling. delivery to the Post Office.
and the postage.

Both ofthese magazines have original art
work in full color on their cover.
Price: 1-10copies. 60¢ each; I I+copies.

25¢ eacb.; 200+ copies. 20¢ each.
Bulk mailing price: 30¢ per magazine.

Earth's Final Warning
A 16-page. II by II-inch tabloid which

documents from Catholic-insider sources
the pope's agenda to become the dominant
world leader. Selected material from The
Great Controversy then explains the future
results of themixing ofreligion and politics.
Price: 1-10copies. 38¢ each; I I+copies.

16¢ each; 600+ copies. IO¢ each; 3000+
copies. 8¢ each.
Bulk mailing price: 17¢ per tabloid.

Truthfor Today
This magazinewith the samedimensions

as Health for Today draws from Patriarchs
and Prophets. The Desire ofAges. and The
Great Controversy to give an overview of
the great controversy and its triumphant
end.

Nonprofit Org.
U.S. Postage

Paid
HOPE

INTERNATIONAL

u::t3-DIGIT 370


